
matic during the day, sleeps with an old-style all
steel Smith & Wesson Model 640 next to his bed,
the revolver wearing Crimson Trace LaserGrips.

If you are awakened during the night by a sus-
pected intruder, you must make certain you are
fully alert before touching that handgun. And, you
must establish procedures. If you and your spouse
or significant other are the only two authorized
persons in the dwelling and you’re both in the
same bed, that circumstance still doesn’t give you
carte blanche to open
fire. Could it be a rela-
tive with a key who
decided to stop by
unannounced?  

If there are more
than two persons in the
house, you need to
establish a plan for
gathering everyone
together, if possible, in
the event of an intrud-
er. Sleep with your cel-
lular phone and car
keys in easy reach.
Experienced bad guys
will cut telephone
lines, hoping to disable
possible alarms and
preclude the persons
inside the dwelling
calling for assistance.
They can’t do that with
your cellular tele-
phone. Your more or less recent vintage automo-
bile or truck likely has one of the little buttons for
an alarm on the keyless entry gizmo. If pushing it
while in your bedroom will activate the alarm –
the horn sounding incessantly – go for it.

If you have an alarm system, that’s great. If it’s
not disabled, that’s even better. Let’s say the alarm
works perfectly and the alarm company is sending
the police. What’s the response time where you
live? How many times can you be shot or otherwise
grievously maltreated by an intruder in the number
of minutes it will likely take for help to arrive?

Do not go hunting your suspected intruder.
Call the cops and wait, letting the 9-1-1 operator
know in which room you and your loved ones
have taken refuge, its approximate orientation from
the street and – all-important – that you are armed
and that any police must identify themselves so
you can lay down your weapon. Feel free to say
that rather loudly. Maybe the intruder will realize
you are armed and the cops are on the way. Then,
you wait. Hopefully, the police will arrive before
you have to possibly take a life. You will have been
instructed to stay on with 9-1-1 until help arrives.
Should you have to shoot an intruder, inform the 9-
1-1 operator that an ambulance should be immedi-
ately dispatched to render medical assistance.

For the experienced shooter, a revolver might
or might not be the best answer. The experienced
shooter should choose a weapon with which he
or she is intimately familiar and wholly comfort-
able. I have compromised in this instance. Along
with my two flashlights, I have two handguns.
One of these, just like my gunman friend, an old-
style all steel Smith & Wesson Model 640 .38
Special, loaded with 158-grain lead semi-wadcut-
ter hollow point +Ps. The revolver has Crimson

Trace LaserGrips, of
course. The other hand-
gun is a Detonics Com-
batMaster .45, loaded
with 230-grain Federal
Hydra-Shoks. Or, some-
times, it’s a full-size
Detonics 9-11-01, with
the same load.

If you are an experi-
enced gunny person,
choose the handgun
with which you are
most comfortable, even
if you’re a deadeye in
the rimfire matches and
you find yourself with a
high-end .22 next to the
bed. Work with silhou-
ette targets and teach
yourself to zip bullets
into the most vulnera-
ble areas on your
attacker. If you are new

to this because you lived in a legally weird
municipality just liberated after the Supreme
Court decision or you just finally realized you
have to be responsible for your safety and the
safety of loved ones, practice. Practice a lot.

The Second Amendment was included as the
second item in the Bill of Rights because of its
importance. In 21st Century America, more than
ever before, that Second Amendment right
should be exercised by everyone who realizes
that, no matter how hard they try, no matter
how much they wish they could, the police can-
not be there to protect you and yours. Usually,
they can only show up after the fact and try dili-
gently to find the perpetrator. If you wish to be
truly safe in your home, you must be armed and
you must be vigilant.

Our children are married with families of their
own. It’s only Sharon and I, along with Honey
the Wonder Dog, most of the time. When we sit
down to watch FOX News or a movie or whatev-
er at night, there’s a handgun within easy reach –
just in case. When we go to bed, there are
weapons available to us. And, Honey the Won-
der Dog is a light sleeper. If you truly value life,
you must be prepared to defend it, night and day,
every time and all the time.
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This time, the camera is menaced by a Taurus 809B 9mm
equipped with a SureFire X400, combining a powerful 

tactical light and a built-in high-intensity red laser.
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