
20 Ahern Under the Gun: If you truly value life, you must be prepared to defend it
By Jerry Ahern, Photos by Sharon Ahern

The five to four Supreme Court decision in
McDonald versus Chicago, affirming that individ-
ual Second Amendment rights do, indeed, prohibit
governmental entities – specifically the City of
Chicago and its suburb of Oak Park – from making
handgun ownership illegal, will ensure that per-
sons cannot be barred from having the tools for
home defense. Likely, the rabidly anti-gun
machine Democrats of Chicago will try to frustrate
Second Amendment
rights by some other
means. Once the Chica-
go and Oak Park laws
are knocked off the
books by a lower court,
the people of Chicago
and its nearest western
suburb will be free
again to buy handguns
for home defense.
Hopefully, someday,
there will be legal con-
cealed carry in Illinois.

Many readers may
know that Sharon and
I were born and raised
in Chicago and lived
in Oak Park for many
years before moving to
Georgia in 1978, well
before the handgun
ownership bans went
into effect. Had we
still lived in Oak Park, or Chicago, for that mat-
ter, I would certainly have kept firearms in my
home, regardless of any inane edicts, simply
because I’m not a fool.

One cannot think about this landmark blow for
liberty and justice without considering those home
defense tools themselves. Many would encourage
the use of a police-style shotgun or a semi-auto-
matic military-style sporter as the home defense
weapon of choice. But, long guns in close quarters
can lead to grappling with an intruder. Buckshot,
slugs and rifle bullets can far too easily penetrate
walls and window glass. A handgun is the logical
best choice for the home-defense application.

But, which handgun should you choose? Obvi-
ously, some people only own or will only own
one handgun and no more. This makes selection
even more important. Other members of your
household must be taken into consideration, espe-
cially children. And, of course, adults who are
inexperienced with firearms can be just as danger-
ous to themselves and others.

The handgun selected must be simple to oper-
ate. For the person new to handguns, who takes
the time and makes the effort to learn, I would
recommend a double-action revolver with a barrel
no longer than a nominal four inches. The reason

a double-action revolver makes sense in this con-
text is that it is easily loaded and unloaded, need-
n’t be cocked to be properly operated and, with
commercially made ammunition, is extraordinarily
unlikely to malfunction. In fact, assuming a safe
backstop, an unloaded centerfire revolver can be
dry snapped periodically by way of reassuring the
operator that the weapon is functioning properly.

Although marksmanship practice must be
encouraged, many persons will shoot just enough

to learn the gun and
become satisfied that a
target can be successful-
ly hit at a reasonable
distance. After that, for
many persons, the gun
will be put away until
and unless it is needed.
Some won’t shoot the
gun at all, which is dan-
gerous and stupid.

Assuming safety con-
cerns can be properly
addressed, the handgun
should be within reach
of your bed. Again, for
safety’s sake, the gun
should be positioned so
you have to reach for it
consciously, perhaps
even sitting up in bed.
Most of us aren’t at peak
performance levels in
the immediate aftermath

of being suddenly awakened from a sound sleep.
The armed householder should determine pos-

sible fields of fire. A bad guy comes through the
bedroom doorway. You can shoot straight at him
with impunity, perhaps, but if your shot goes off to
your right and his left, you could shoot through the
wall and hit someone sleeping in the next room.

Ammunition should be chosen for greatest
mass and minimal penetration. This is not an easy
research project, but must be undertaken for the
safety of others, and not just those in the dwelling,
but any innocent passers-by.

I would equip such a handgun with a laser, and
possibly even a laser and a light. Revolvers are not
usually found with Picatinny/Universal rails, but
can be fitted with Crimson Trace LaserGrips and
used in conjunction with good tactical illumina-
tion. Among other items, there is always a three D-
Cell Mag-Lite police flashlight and a SureFire tacti-
cal light on the nightstand next to my side of the
bed. They can just as easily be put away in the
nightstand drawer during the day, should they look
out of place in the room.

The modern double-action revolver should not
be eschewed by more experienced shooters as a
home defense handgun. The most experienced
gunman I know, a man who carries a semi-auto-

For dramatic effect, Ahern points at the camera with his
old 12 gauge Remington 870 with an extended magazine,
a Pachmayr Vindicator pistol grip and SureFire fore end.
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