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By John Marshall
General George S. Patton Jr.  called it “The

finest battle implement ever devised.” It was car-
ried by our troops with incredible effectiveness
throughout World War II, Korea, and as late as the
Vietnam War. Throughout WWII no other country
had a generally issued battle rifle that could even
come close to it. Many of our opponents in that
war thought all of our men were armed with
machine guns, so rapidly could our soldiers shoot.
Millions of U.S. soldiers, marines, sailors, airmen
and coastguardsmen cut their teeth on the M1, and
most could field strip and assemble it blindfolded.
It was robust, powerful, accurate and reliable. It
put fear into the hearts of our enemies, and it has
become an acknowledged classic.

The M1 was the brainchild of John Cantius
Garand, a Canadian by birth. As a point of infor-
mation, although most people refer to the rifle pho-
netically as the “Guh-RAND,” Garand himself pro-
nounced his last name so as to rhyme with
“errand.” He was born on New Year’s Day, 1888 in
St. Remi, Quebec. During his illustrious career, he
was granted 54 patents covering rifle and machin-
ery designs. A true patriot of the United States, he
freely gave those patents to our government. He
made no undue profits from his work. He was sim-
ply an employee of Springfield Armory, content to
excel in his field with no expectation of riches. He
was an ordinary guy whose main hobby was ice
skating. And yet, perhaps as much or more than
any other man of his era, he was instrumental in
winning World War II.

In October 1919, Garand, a tool engineer and
automatic machine designer who had worked for
the Brown and Sharpe Company and other firms,
reported to work at Springfield Armory. The armory,
located in Springfield, Massachusetts, was then the
premier military firearms research and manufactur-
ing site in the country. Under the supervision of the
U.S. Army Ordnance Department, it had been turn-
ing out most of our nation’s issue firearms since the
late 1700s. Garand had previously designed a light
machine gun during WW I that had impressed a

number of Army Ordnance officers. He was hired
at a salary of $3,600 per year to work on possible
designs for a semiautomatic rifle. He was to work
tirelessly at Springfield for the next 34 years.

By 1924, Garand had invented a primer-actu-
ated semiauto design that showed promise. How-
ever, the primer-actuation principle depended on
too many variables to be completely reliable, and
the decision was made to concentrate on a .276-
caliber gas-operated design. When General Dou-
glas MacArthur (then Chief of Staff of the Army)
got wind of the proposed new caliber, he issued a
directive that all future development would be in
.30-06 caliber, which had been our standard
since 1906. Subsequent events proved the wis-
dom of that decision. Garand then directed his
efforts toward that end. The result, in 1932, was
the T1E1. It was a design utilizing an en-bloc
eight-round clip that would be automatically
ejected after firing the last round. Gas was col-
lected in a muzzle trap that re-directed the gas
backward to actuate an operating rod. This rod
cammed the bolt open and carried it to the rear. A
spring in the operating rod returned everything
back into battery, stripping a new round from the
clip into the chamber. Eighty rifles were made and
subjected to service tests in 1934. After generally
satisfactory results, the rifle was type-approved
and given the designation U.S. Semiautomatic
Rifle Caliber .30 M1 on October 19, 1935.

Initial usage of the new rifle in the field resulted
in a few modifications. The gas trap on the end of
the barrel was very difficult to keep clean, so the
arm was modified to bleed gas into the gas cylin-
der through a small port near the muzzle end. This
worked quite well. A number of rifles had exhibit-
ed a curious characteristic. On the firing of the sev-
enth round in the clip, the remaining round and
the clip were ejected together, causing a stoppage.
The quick fix to quiet the now-doubting media was
to reverse the order of staggering the rounds in the
clip, resulting in the top round being on the left.
This was not ergonomic for the design, and annoy-
ing to have to do. After much analysis, it was dis-
covered that a small projection inside the receiver
had not been finished during mass production to
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CCLLAASSSSIICC MMIILLIITTAARRYY RRIIFFLLEESS: The M1 Garand Rifle

General George S. Patton:
““TThhee ffiinnest battle implement ever devised.”
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