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t time to upgrade your gear?
reproduction M3 shoulder/chest holster, the kind
often called a “tanker holster,” because tank
crews favored them during World War II. And, I
remembered seeing one at a nearby gun shop, the
proprietor remarking about the fine quality of this
identical reproduction piece, which was actually
made in China. Yeah, I know, but to make a com-
parable unit here in the USA would and does cost
a great more. The suggested retail price on this
holster is only $34.90; the hol-
ster looks perfect and the
leather, the stitching and every
detail is just as it should be.

I got hold of one of these
holsters and immediately fitted
it. The M3 is the single strap
holster, the strap going over the
head. So, a right-handed per-
son would have the holster
under his left arm or by his left
breast, the strap crossing his
body. This holster is not to be
confused with the M7 holster,
which features a more compli-
cated harness and was actually
designed to be worn under the
arm. The M3 holster is really
not made for concealed carry,
but rather for convenience.
That said, single-strap holsters such as these were
often used, it appears, as concealment rigs in the
1920s and certainly in the 1930s, illustrations
from the period attesting to this. Wider ties cov-
ered the portion of the strap that otherwise would
have been visible where the suit coat was open,
between the lapels. 

After quickly adjusting the holster to a com-
fortable chest carry – there’s a snap closure strap
for anchoring the bottom of the holster to the belt
– I uncased my Detonics (detonics.ws) Black
Model 9-11-01 full-size .45. Unloading the
chamber for safety, of course, I holstered the pis-
tol and made the final adjustment to the shoul-
der/chest strap, the weight of the gun all
that was needed for a perfect fit.

I’m not into re-enacting or anything
like that, but this holster will have many
uses, not the least common of which
will be serving as a versatile way in
which to comfortably carry a full-size
pistol when out in the woods or any-
time perfect concealment is not really
required. If you’re looking for a great
holster to hang off the bedpost and/or a
holster that goes on quickly when you
need it, the M3 could be just the thing.
The quality displayed by Pacific Canvas
& Leather Co., Inc., was amazingly good. 

Just a few days ago, I received a pre-publica-
tion copy of The Book of Swords. Written by the
late Hank Reinhardt, it is published by the highly

respected publishing firm of Baen Books
(baen.com), best known for science fiction and
fantasy. Hank’s book is neither, although Hank
was a well-respected man in science fiction fan-
dom and a frequent speaker at some of the larger
conventions. Hank was, and even in death still is,
the expert’s expert on swords and sword combat.
Hank was a gunny guy, too. I once traded him half
a case of rifle ammo for a sword. He was also a

terrific knife man, as well.
Sharon and I visited him at
home once and Hank had only
recently gotten out of the hos-
pital after having part of a lung
removed. Hank had at least 10
years on me, and he was still
recuperating when he showed
Sharon and me some fantasti-
cally quick and well-executed
knife moves. He never even
looked tired. Hank was a col-
lector of edged weapons,
made two matchless videos for
Paladin Press, dealing with
swords and sword combat, and
was the co-founder of Museum
Replicas, one of the nation’s
top providers of battle-quality
swords and accoutrements.

Hank was a warrior, plain and simple. His
book is not dry reading in any way. Hank had a
wry wit, and his book reads as if he were talking
to you. Unlike some with an interest in swords,
Hank tested everything. His neighbors would call
him “Hank, the tree killer,” because he was always
hacking and slashing away at trees – and lots of
other things. His house would have done justice to
a medieval armory, and he was an effortless-seem-
ing hand with any blade, long or short. He was
also the first person to tell you that if trouble
loomed, he’d grab his AR-15. 

Hank married another friend of ours, also a
gunny person. Hank’s widow, Toni, is the publish-

er of Baen Books and responsible for
Hank’s book being published posthu-
mously. The only trouble with reading
this pre-publication version of The Book
of Swords is that most of the photos and
drawings weren’t in it. The actual book,
which hits bookstores in August of 2009,
should have some great edged weapons
in it. He was a man who is sorely
missed, the one who really got me seri-
ous about deepening my lifelong interest
in swords (these days, I also write a col-
umn on swords in Knives Illustrated
Magazine) and he was one of these guys

who had “cool” to spare.
By the time you read this, jerryahern.com

should be operational. Come and visit us for regu-
lar new features and interesting information.

A pre-publication
copy of Hank Rein-

hardt’s book. 

Inset photo: The M3 holster with the
weapon secured. Above: Ahern begins to
draw from the M3 holster. The holster’s
good looks are just as they should be.
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