
NOT YOUR BASIC BLACK GUN Continued from Page 10

follow-up shots are accomplished with ease. The
.38 Super is what the 9mm Parabellum always
dreamed of being. Ken Waters, in his Pet Loads
book, referred to the .38 Super as “without doubt,
one of the very finest cartridges yet developed for
autoloading pistols.” It combines impressive power
with muzzle velocities in the 1,200-1,400 fps
range. Even better, the Para ramped barrel design is
the best thing that ever
happened to the .38 Super
cartridge. The ramped bar-
rel provides solid, full-
length support for this hot-
rod cartridge, which in
conventional 1911 barrels
has experienced problems
with case overexpansion
or blowout.

I ran into one hitch in
testing the Para 1911
SSP. Acquiring ammo
necessitated a bit of a
road trip up to a new
giant sporting goods mart
just north of Tucson. And only one variety of
ammunition was available…Winchester’s 130-
grain FMJ. I noted that the box and the cartridge
headstamp indicated “+P.” This does not mean
that standard, non-+P loads are available. It
indicates that this cartridge is a .38 Super, not

its far less potent predecessor, the old .38 ACP.
Pistols made for the older cartridge tend to be
valuable antiques that will not handle the pres-
sures generated by the .38 Super. 

At the range, the Para attracted some notice
because of its non-tactical appearance. There
were a number of polished stainless or nickel-
plated guns in evidence, but I’ll admit that the

faux mother of pearl grips
are a bit over the top. In
the performance depart-
ment, however, the 1911
SSP takes a back seat to
nobody. Although the
trigger pull, at 5-1/2 lbs.,
was a bit heavier than I’d
like, the gun shot well. 2-
1/4” – 2-1/2” groups from
the bench at 25 yards
were the order of the day
and, in my experience,
are pretty typical of all
Para products. 

To sum up, I like this
pistol. Its appearance will draw comments, and its
performance will excite envy. Unlike your basic
.45 or 9mm, full enjoyment of the .38 Super will
require that you invest in some reloading equip-
ment. But that’s pretty much par for the course for
readers of this publication.  
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