
hawk is one piece of differentially tempered steel
made from 1095 carbon, hardened to 57-60 on
the Rockwell C Scale. The handle is generously fit-
ted with G-10 scales, these heavily textured and
featuring triple attachments. When you combine
the almost 5/8” thick tang with the handle slabs,
the result is something you can hold onto that is
almost an inch thick. 

Overall length of the Benchmade Tomahawk is
16-1/4”. The knob – which is the technical term
for the very end of the axe handle furthest from
the axe head – incorporates a very sturdy, notched
pry bar and a hole suited to attaching a lanyard, if
you so desire. The weight of the Benchmade Tom-
ahawk is just shy of 39 ounces. A sensibly
designed MOLLE compatible sheath is included.
The length of the head is 7-1/2” measured from
the tip of the spike to the farthest curve of the bit.
Like most fighting ‘hawks, the beard – that portion
of the edge which curves downward and slightly
rearward – is quite pronounced. 

This is a ruggedly built, ultra-serious piece of
equipment, well-suited for our heroes to use in the
war against terror. At close-contact range, when
the tomahawk is not performing other tactical or
mundane chores, this is an extremely formidable
weapon. An aggressive person armed with a toma-
hawk and well practiced in fighting techniques
would be more than a match for any knife and, if
quick enough, would stand a chance against an
opponent who was even better armed. 

Consider the fact that, absent a shield or some
sort of sturdy implement with which to block the
‘hawk where the head and the haft meet, there is
no defense. A tomahawk that is used properly by
an experienced and aggressive person will chop
and gouge and slash anything in its way. 

Benchmade, of course, is well respected for
making some of the finest knives available and this
Model 172 Tomahawk, designed by Killian and
made entirely in the United States, is thoroughly
consistent with the Benchmade tradition.
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Knife Company’s Model 172 Tomahawk

Jerry’s perspective on the immigration issue:
My mother’s sister married a fine gentleman

named Moises Benjamin Canales and they had a
son who was 12 years older than I, and was kind of
“the big guy” I played with when I was a kid. A lot
of the time we played cap pistols. Uncle Benny was
a terrific guy and I kept up with him over the years
until he passed away, keeping up with his son, my
cousin, until his death as well.

Tio Benny – my rather poor command of Span-
ish amused him, I think – was born in Laredo,
Texas, of Mexican parents. One of his nieces, with
whom Sharon and I remain in contact, is a truly
lovely person. My point is, I have Mexican rela-
tives of whom I was and am quite fond. Someone
who considered my opinion on the immigration
issue to be racially motivated would be on awfully
shaky ground. 

And, my opinion is that I fully support Arizona’s
heroic Governor Brewer in her fight to do some-
thing to stop illegal immigration and secure Ameri-
ca’s southern border. It is not being inhumane or
racist to wish to see illegal immigration end. The
illegals are – more often than not – exploited by the
coyotes who smuggle them and the greedy employ-
ers who knowingly hire them because they can be
paid less than documented workers. 

I believe in welcoming all immigrants who
enter the United States legally; however, anyone
who has entered illegally, even if otherwise a good
person, has committed a crime. Searching out
criminals – even if theirs is a tragic story – is
something that must be done for the sake of all
Americans and all the immigrants who are here
legally, regardless of their ethnicity.

Visit Jerry on the Internet at jerryahern.com.
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