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Like most kids growing up in the 1950s, I was

seriously into toy weapons, whether cap guns or
rubber hunting knives. One favorite of mine was
something with which you could have seriously
hurt somebody. It was a tomahawk with a really
nicely and colorfully carved wooden handle and a
heavy, hard rubber head – just the sort of toy in
our more “touchy feely” society no one would
ever give a child. That
started me out with a
fondness for tomahawks,
weapons/implements
about which I’ve often
written. I don’t collect,
but I do have a few
‘hawks and, when I’m in
practice – which I’m not,
as this is written – I can
throw one halfway
decently.

One of the newest
tomahawks on the mar-
ket isn’t really designed
to be thrown in competi-
tion or combat, although
a skilled person could
almost certainly throw it.
It has a different mission.
Dynamic entries and the
means by which to
extract a subject or a comrade from a dangerous
situation are realities for many law enforcement
officers and military personnel alike. Certainly,
specialized equipment can aid in performing
both such functions; but, sometimes, too, such
functions have not been foreseen and must be
dealt with by any means available. A number of
personal tools for on-body carry exist, but this

newest tomahawk’s serious weapons function
makes it extraordinarily versatile. It’s from the
Benchmade Knife Company (benchmade.com)
and it’s merely called the Model 172 Tomahawk.
It’s a pretty cool piece of equipment. 

Axes have been used in combat all across the
globe over the centuries. The history of the
American tomahawk – of the kind we would typ-
ically recognize – really begins with the intro-

duction of metal toma-
hawk heads to the Native
American tribes as trade
goods and issuance of
tomahawks to American
militia by the British dur-
ing the Colonial Period.
Prior to the introduction
of iron or steel headed
‘hawks, the indigenous
population primarily used
tomahawks with stone
heads. The typical toma-
hawk – then and now – is
about the size of a hand
axe or hatchet. Hickory or
another suitable wood is
used to form the handle
or haft. The shape of the
head can vary, of course,
many original Indian tom-
ahawks actually able to

be used for smoking tobacco, the poll hollowed
out and the haft hollowed out as well. Attach-
ment of the head to the haft has always been an
issue, especially when the weapon is thrown. 

Fighting or tactical tomahawks differ quite a bit
from the smoking variety, the poll usually a spike,
as is the case with the Benchmade Tomahawk
designed by Eddie Killian. The Benchmade Toma-
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Above: Left profile of the Killian-designed Benchmade
Tomahawk. Right: The Benchmade Tomahawk shown
with its MOLLE compatible belt pouch. Far Right: With
the pouch open, the ‘hawk can be quickly deployed.
Inset: The pry bar at the knob end of the haft.
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American tomahawk
really begins with the
introduction of metal

tomahawk heads to the
Native American tribes

as trade goods and
issuance of tomahawks
to American militia by
the British during the

Colonial Period. 

Oct 10 Blue Press Section 1  8/14/10  10:57 AM  Page 20


