
and when I find a gun that shoots that well for me
in spite of my limitations, I keep it. I sent the dis-
tributor a check, and I have not made any
“improvements” on that pistol. No way!

Every once in a while you come across a
1911 that is FUBAR from the factory. In 1989, I
bought a brand-new Stainless Gold Cup, the top
of Colt’s 1911 line at the time. The dealer gave
me a good trade-in
on my old Comman-
der, and I foolishly
didn’t try out the
trigger on my new
purchase before I
bought it. Why
should I? It was a
Gold Cup, for Lord’s
sake! It was a disas-
ter…a grating,
inconsistent, but
usually nine-pound
pull. I sent it back to
Colt. They sent it back to me with no perceptible
improvement. It went through three pistolsmiths
before the trigger got sorted out. Then I discov-
ered that the barrel-to-slide fit was sloppy, and
the gun still couldn’t group inside of five inches

at 25 yards. I took it to a friend who was looking
for a project gun, acquainted him with the histo-
ry of the beast, and he still traded me a Model
29 .44 Magnum revolver for it. There are only
two alternatives when you’re stuck with a 1911
like this: swap it for something that works, or
replace everything…frame, slide, barrel, springs,
etc., with all new parts. Then you’ll have a real

custom 1911!
A good friend and

shooting buddy of
mine has a Norinco
1911 that was a
decent enough shoot-
er. He added a set of
fancy wraparound
wood grips, and sud-
denly the pistol went
strange on him. At
unpredictable inter-
vals, following several
shots, the hammer

would go down to half-cock position. Replacing
the original grips didn’t really help. A good gun-
smith will probably have to be called in on the
case. I can’t help but believe that the gun would
still work fine if it hadn’t been messed with!
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Here’s a good sucker bet:
the next time you go to the
range, check out the 1911s

sitting on the firing line.
You can safely wager your
shooting mates that there

isn’t one, regardless of
make, that’s stock right 

out of the box.
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