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What is it about certain mechanical objects

that spurs an obsessive need to make improve-
ments? Guns and motor vehicles are two prime
examples. As a motor scooter owner, I visit several
on-line forums where the main topic of discussion
is how to make a perfectly reliable stock vehicle
faster, fancier or weirder. The next most popular
topic is, “Why
is my
(improved)
scooter now
doing strange
things?”

We gun
owners are
just as bad.
Worst of the
lot in this
regard are
owners of
1911-style
pistols. Here’s
a good sucker
bet: the next
time you go
to the range,
check out the
1911s sitting
on the firing
line. You can
safely wager
your shooting
mates that
there isn’t
one, regard-
less of make,
that’s stock
right out of
the box. The
odds are in
your favor
that every one of them – except for the rare excep-
tion that’s just been purchased – has some
“improved” feature…new grips, ambi safety, trig-
ger job, Chip McCormick magazines, etc. It seems
to go with the 1911 territory; there’s nothing good
that can’t be made better. Or at least different.
Looking through various catalogs, I made an inter-
esting discovery: there is no single part of the clas-
sic Model 1911 that cannot be replaced with
something new and improved, from the smallest
pin or spring to the frame itself. We 1911 shooters
have spawned a whole thriving industry, which
provides us with new and improved parts for a
gun that worked pretty well to begin with. 

I’m not saying this from a position of superiori-
ty; I’m as guilty as the next guy. Exhibit 1: Back in
the early ‘90s, I acquired a Model 1991A1 from

Colt in part payment for some ads I wrote. It was a
good shooter right out of the box, but was that
good enough for me? Of course not. At the time,
our gun club was heavily into steel plate competi-
tion, so I had to have my own custom pin gun. I
sent away for a whole laundry list of competition
or custom parts, to wit: flat mainspring housing
with built-in flared magazine well, custom check-

ered wood
grips, barrel
bushing com-
pensator,
Dwyer Group
Gripper, Wil-
son shock
buffer, hex
grip screws,
Wilson
extended
magazine
release, Wolff
springs
throughout,
Wilson titani-
um firing pin,
Wilson
beavertail
safety, titani-
um/carbon
trigger, Wil-
son ambidex-
trous safety,
Nastoff titani-
um hammer,
titanium
hammer strut
and assorted
competition
magazines. I
also had a
local pistol-
smith smooth

out and lighten up the trigger. I can’t remember
what all this cost, but I don’t recall that I picked
up any additional trophies in club competition as
a result of all this fancy hardware. As my old
shooting coach back at Fort Belvoir once told me,
“Son, you can’t buy bullseyes!”

Exhibit 2: A couple of years ago, I received a
G.I. Model 1911A1 for testing and evaluation. It
was made in the Philippines for High Standard.
The pistol was pretty much an exact duplicate of a
World War II issue .45, and it was supposed to
retail for under $400. Not expecting much, I took
it to the range and, using plain old Winchester
white-box 230-grain hardball, fired a 15-yard, 28-
round (four magazines) offhand group a bit small-
er than a credit card. Now, I am a passable marks-
man, but nowhere near what I’d call a great shot,
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