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War II epic – both the novel and the film – entitled
“The Guns Of Navarone,” starring Gregory Peck,
David Niven, Anthony Quinn, Stanley Baker,
Anthony Quayle, Irene Papas, Gia Scala, James
Darren and a host of other fine actors and actress-
es. As “Brown,” otherwise known as “The Butcher
of Barcelona” from his bloody knife work in the
Spanish Civil War, Stanley Baker has what appears
to be a spike-shaped, triangular bladed knife that
always intrigued me.

Here’s why. During World War II, my father
had a friend in the OSS (Office of Strategic Ser-
vices, the precursor of the Central Intelligence
Agency) who asked my dad to have a special knife
made for him from a triangular file. The son of one
of our lifelong best friends, Jerry Buergel, also
named Jerry,
made such a
knife for me
out of a file
and it hangs
on the wall in
my office even
as this is writ-
ten. I’ll treas-
ure this knife
always. Young
Jerry knew, as
did I, that a
knife made
from a file
could be brit-
tle, however.
In part
because of the
brittleness fac-
tor, I under-
took to have a smaller, more concealable knife –
perhaps two-thirds the scale of the knife “Brown”
used in the film – made from 440C, back then the
de rigueur stainless knife steel. I’d seen some of
Pat’s triangular bladed dart-like knives and asked if
he’d make me a version that was quite a bit longer. 

I don’t know if Pat ever made another one, but
he’d make one for you if you ask. The one he
made for me is just like the “Captain Mallory”
character’s German was supposed to be: ”Perfect!”
The triangular blade measures five and one-half
inches, the overall length is 11 inches. There are
two screw-on-and-off guards which are just shy of
three-quarters-of-an-inch from the seriously
knurled grip. The knife is all one piece, except for
the quillons, of course. The butt of the haft would
make a fine impact weapon. On our postage scale
the knife weighs just under eight ounces. 

This Crawford knife would make a fine gift
for anyone part of whose job description incor-
porates sentry removal, a knife that perhaps
could make life easier and safer for one of our
brave men and women fighting the forces of evil
in the Middle East.

And, fighting the forces of evil is exactly what
our men and women and those of our true allies
in the war are doing. Let’s be honest. America and
her allies are at war with “radical Islamic funda-
mentalists,” otherwise known as Jihadists. This is
not a slap at normal Muslims, the vast majority of
which would most likely appreciate being left
alone to live in peace with their families and wor-
ship in their Mosques without fear of some
extremist nutball suicide bomber blowing them up
so that he (and, sometimes, she) can be rewarded
in some twisted version of the afterlife. Radical
Islamic fundamentalists have nothing to do with
mainstream Islam, with which we are not at war.
Radical Islamic fundamentalists work to conquer
the world, one suicide bombing at a time, in order

to spread their
perverted bas-
tardization of
an otherwise
harmless reli-
gion.

If, in
November,
the American
people elect
Democrats to
the White
House and to
Congress, in
essence sur-
rendering
control of
America’s
destiny to
people who
value taxes

over truth and expediency over duty, the radical
Islamic fundamentalists will be getting a free
pass to do whatever they wish in their part of the
world and, sooner than we might suppose, in
our part of the world as well. 

We cannot afford to choose appeasement over
resolve when we go to vote. If we do, we are
executing a death sentence on countless more of
the American people and our allies. Appease-
ment gained us NOTHING during World War II;
nothing but giving the enemy an advantage. We
are fighting World War III now. The enemy is rad-
ical Islamic fundamentalism, an evil as
intractable and horrific as Nazism ever was. If, as
a nation, we give over the control of our govern-
ment to people who will, by their inaction and
their misguided perceptions of reality, let radical
Islamic fundamentalism continue its march
unhindered, this evil will not only be at our
gates, but also within our walls. We cannot risk
this. Remember that Senator Obama preaches
“change”; the destruction of America at the
hands of a heartless and maniacal enemy force
certainly would be change, all right.

Revolver = Six For Sure:

The unnamed Pat Crawford
knife; those double quillons

can be unscrewed from
the body of the knife. 
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