
By John Marshall
The Remington XP-100™ pistol was a spin-off of

the fabulously successful Nylon 66 .22 semiauto
rifle, which was conceived and developed by Rem-
ington’s then-chief designer of firearms Wayne Leek
and his team of engineers in the late 1950s. The
Nylon 66 rifle was radical for its time, utilizing a
one-piece stock/receiver made entirely of DuPont
Zytel 101 nylon.

Following the introduction of the Nylon 66
rifles, Leek and his team visualized another new
and radically different firearm. Its experimental
project number was 100, and it was conceived as
a long-range bolt-action varmint pistol firing a hot
.22 centerfire cartridge. This initiated a new genre.
It was the first of the breed of powerful single-shot
handguns, which later included the Thompson-
Center Contender. Since rapid fire is not an issue
with this type of gun, it
was designed from the
ground up as a single
shot, utilizing the
Remington short-
action bolt receiver
also used with the
Model 700 and
40-X rifles. It was
to be housed in yet
another nylon stock,
as futuristic-looking (if
not more so) as that of the Nylon
66. Leek and his staff designed the
stock to be a “one size fits all” sort
of arrangement that could be fired
either right or left-handed. At first
under development, the pistol
fired the .222 Remington cartridge,
but Leek thought that it burned way
too much powder to be efficiently utilized
in a shorter pistol barrel. So he pushed the shoul-
der of the .222 back some, trimmed the case back
to 1.4 inches, and got what he wanted – sufficient
velocities for varminting with a 50-grain bullet,
and much-reduced muzzle flash and blast. The
new .22 centerfire cartridge was christened the
.221 Remington Fire Ball™. In spite of its name, it
utilized standard .224 diameter bullets. In a 10-1/2
inch barrel, it could drive a 50-grain bullet in the
2600 – 2700 fps range with ease. At 2650 fps, the
50-grain bullet generated 780 foot-pounds of ener-
gy at the muzzle, making it the most powerful
handgun of its time. It proved to be an exception-
ally accurate cartridge, also, with a mid-range tra-
jectory of only 2.6 inches when zeroed for 200
yards. At this range, the little bullet still had 360
foot-pounds of terminal energy.

The new pistol, logically named after its experi-
mental designation, was called the Model XP-
100™. It was introduced for $99.95 in 1963, com-
plete with a fitted black zippered carrying case. It
had a Buck Rogers-style Mohawk Brown Zytel stock

replete with inlaid white plastic diamonds similar to
those used on the Nylons 10, 11 and 12. The fore-
end reached almost to the muzzle, and the fore-end
cap was very similar to that used on the Nylon 66.
The 10-1/2 inch barrel was topped with a racy-look-
ing ventilated rib. The rear sight, mounted on the
rib, was adjustable for both windage and elevation.
The front sight was virtually identical to that used
on the Nylon 66. This combination gave a precise
Patridge sight picture, and was unusually effective.
However, the pistol was primarily designed to be
used with a long-eye-relief scope, and it was drilled
and tapped for scope mounts in the same pattern as
for the Remington 700 rifle. It measured 16-3/4
inches long, and weighed 3-3/4 pounds. The
strange dogleg bolt handle was also later used on
the Remington 600 carbine. The fore-end of the pis-
tol was fitted internally with five holes of a size to

hold .38
Special
wadcutter
bullets. Thus,

the owner
could tai-

lor the
weight and

balance of
the pistol to his

or her personal taste.
In its original form in .221 Fire Ball, the futuristic-
looking pistol was in the Remington line until 1985.
In later years, in somewhat modified versions, the
bolt-action pistol was offered in .22-250 Reming-
ton, .223 Remington, .250 Savage, 6mm BR Rem-
ington, 7mm BR Remington, 7mm-08 Remington,
.308 Winchester, and 35 Remington. Variations
were the XP-100 Varmint special (1986-1992), the
XP-100 Silhouette (1980-1994), the XP-100 Hunter
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