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car keys ring, I carry a Photon Micro-Light
(photonlight.com). This little light emits a power-
ful LED beam that can be used as normal or in sig-
naling mode. It even comes with a clip that can
attach the light to a hat brim for hands free opera-
tion. To use the signaling
modes, or to reduce the light
level to just enough to see a
keyhole or read a map, work
the on/off button. Holding it
in after it is off gradually
builds the intensity of the
light. Once it has reached full
intensity, continuing to hold
the button down brings the
light into strobing and signal-
ing mode. Play with it a little
and, once you get the hang of
it, use is surprisingly simple.

Mine emits a white light,
but other colors are available.
The battery is easily replaceable and the light’s
body is tough and water resistant. Sharon always
keeps a Photon Micro-Light on her key ring and
got me into doing it, too. Looking back on it
now, it was a no-brainer decision on my part.
Why would you not have one of the Photon Free-
dom Micro-Lights?

In small tactical flashlights, although there are
many fine brands to be had, I’m a serious SureFire
(surefire.com) fan. And SureFire’s four-inch long
E1B Backup is one of my favorites, providing a
runtime between 1.3 and 37 hours, depending on
the intensity of the light, which can be used at five
lumens for something like map reading or examin-
ing trail markings, etc., or used at 80 lumens when
it’s necessary to disrupt the visual acuity of an
attacker. Ruggedly built, it features a conveniently
set up pocket clip. When
I’m wearing Woolrich
Elite Series Tactical pants,
for example, I simply clip
the light into one of the
many pockets and it’s
there when I need it. For
me, at least the combina-
tion of the Photon Free-
dom Micro-Light and the
SureFire E1B Backup is
not a redundancy.

The SureFire Backup
is just about the perfect
battery powered LED
tactical light for my
needs. Don’t get me wrong. The Ahern Family
is big on flashlights and we employ various
brands for various needs. For on-body tactical
use, I like the Backup because of its size,
power and running time. And, it doesn’t have
to be given gentle treatment, either. Illumina-
tion can save your life.

Still another wonderful item is actually a pair
of automatic knives from Benchmade
(benchmade.com). A good friend had picked up
the Benchmade Auto Presidio automatic folder
some time ago. It used a totally different opening

system than I was used to in an
automatic; in fact it worked like
a speedier version of the non-
automatic McHenry & Williams
folder I’d had such great luck
with, even taking it into salt
water with me. All you had to
do was slide the spine-mounted
safety rearward, then work the
slider rearward and the knife
opened. Work the slider again
and you can fold the knife
closed. The lock works to pre-
vent slider action with the
blade open or closed. The slider
is one piece, right and left side

of the spine, so the Presidio is fully ambidextrous,
something unique among automatic knives.

I was so impressed with my friend’s knife, that I
got one, too, and really enjoyed using it. After get-
ting seriously hooked on the knife, I learned that
Benchmade offered another version of the Presidio
automatic, smaller and more compact, known as
the Mini-Presidio Auto.

The larger of the two knives features a blade
that runs 3.47 inches, while the smaller knife’s
blade runs 2.97 inches. Non-auto versions of
the knives are available and blades can be had
standard or combo edge, natural-finish stain-
less or black.

These are extremely convenient knives for those
who live in areas where carry of an automatic knife
is accepted. If legal to own but not to carry, you

can always use these
knives around your resi-
dence or place of busi-
ness. As is the case with
virtually all Benchmade
knives, the Presidio Autos
are 100 percent USA
made. Both feature handy
pocket clips that are
switchable from one han-
dle scale to the other –
truly ambidextrous. Blades
are 154CM, the actions
reliable, and the knives
comfortable in the hand –
either knife, either hand.

There’s a lovely old song entitled, “Little
Things Mean A Lot.” When it comes to passing
through perilous times unscathed, some little
things – personal concealable body armor, emer-
gency illumination or a stout, reliable knife –
could mean your life!

Visit jerryahern.com today.

Inset: Profile
shows the Back-
up’s tail cap.
Right: The Back-
up from Sure-
Fire is wonder-
fully versatile
and perfectly
sized for con-
venient carry.

These knives are truly ambidex-
trous and the pocket clips can
be mounted for left hand use as
well. Note the ambidextrous
blade opening devices.
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