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internally and is a little large these days for an
eight-plus-one-capacity pistol. Yet, the guns are a
breeze to field strip, are ruggedly built (although
some would disagree on this point) and – for me
at least – have always proven themselves to be
quite accurate and reliable.  

Along comes Century International Arms (cen-
turyarms.com) to the rescue.  As this is written,
Century is still offering police turn-in P.38s com-
plete with a spare magazine. Estimated out-the-
door price at retail is around $450.
My sample, which I truly like, is a
great shooter, handles Federal 9BP
hollow points with aplomb and, aside
from a reasonable amount of holster
wear, even looks good. The bore is
perfect. Even though the Century
International Arms Walther P.38 is
only a 9mm, I include it among the
Ahern Family working defense guns.
P.38s (and P-4s and P.38ks) have
always hung well in my hand. When
it’s not mistaken for a water pistol, the
P.38 is one of the most menacing
looking handguns ever made. And,
there’s a certain charm to a used gun
that has honest wear; it doesn’t have
to be treated with kid gloves.  

The P.38 is sitting right next to my
computer monitor as this is written.
Just an ordinary pistol, to be sure, it’s a
law enforcement and military classic
battle pistol.  Where else can you find
a handgun with a world-class name, a
proven record of reliability, even a
spare magazine, all for under 500
bucks, including sales tax? If you’re on
a budget, yet want a top-of-the-line
handgun, this is it!

The P.38 will carry nicely in a
shoulder holster. Shoulder rigs,
although they impose certain clothing
restrictions, are often times one of the
best ways to carry full-size handguns.
I’ve been evaluating the Dillon Leather
By Mitch Rosen diagonal shoulder rig
for full-size 1911-ish pistols. Specifi-
cally, I’ve mated the holster with a
Kimber SIS Pro that I’ve been working
with on and off for the last couple of
months. I’ll talk more about Kimber’s
mid-size .45 – a terrific gun – in a later
column. The Dillon/Rosen Stylemaster-
DL holster is a thoroughly modern
diagonal shoulder rig.

A few words on terminology are in order,
here. Many people refer to these types of shoul-
der rigs as “horizontal” shoulder holsters. Unless
the gun is so short in overall length that having it
in a shoulder rig in the first place is ridiculous,
such holsters are to be worn diagonally, muzzle

higher than the rear sight. Wear these holsters
horizontally and the muzzle of the weapon will
print under your covering garment. Possibly,
given a long enough gun, a really skinny guy
might be able to not only have the muzzle print
at the back of the covering garment, but the butt
of the weapon might also make a conspicuous
bulge at the front! It’s probably easier, if you’re
bound and determined to show everyone that
you’re armed, to wear your handgun under a see-

through plastic raincoat.
The Stylemaster-DL (see Page 24)

diagonal rig features a bare-bones
thumb-break holster with no extra
bulk whatsoever and an equally
spartan double magazine pouch. The
harness is of the free-floating style
with a center connector and four
tails. The unit incorporates no facility
for tie-downs; tie downs with such
holsters are, generally, counter-pro-
ductive. The sample Stylemaster-DL
rig is of very nice looking black
leather, excellently wet-molded to
the generic 1911 contours. My
Detonics Model 9-11-01 (the five-
inch barrel full-size pistol) will not fit
in the holster because of the Crimson
Trace Lasergrips it wears. I could
change grips, but I elected to test the
holster with a Kimber SIS Pro fitted
with standard grips instead. I detect-
ed that Kimber magazines equipped
with relatively miniscule bumper
pads would not work in the double
mag pouch. This does not bother me,
as I consider bumper pads something
nice for combat shooting games and
downright superfluous for guns car-
ried in the real world. Fortunately,
the ones Kimber supplied are wholly
removable from the magazine base-
plates to which they are attached.
Good for Kimber!

This Dillon/Rosen Stylemaster-DL
shoulder rig is well-made, crafted
from top-of-the-line materials.

A note of caution. This holster is
so closely wet-molded, it would be
inadvisable in the extreme to
attempt a first holstering with a
loaded firearm. Empty your 1911
completely first. After verifying an
empty chamber, cock and lock the
weapon (in order to prevent the

slide being pushed out of battery) and then initi-
ate holstering.  Let your gun sit in the holster for
several hours and try your first few draws and re-
holsterings with an empty gun.

Unfortunately, I don’t think Dillon/Rosen hol-
sters are available for the P.38! Oh, well!

P.38s & Shoulder RigsGun:

From the top: The Kimber
SIS Pro in the Stylemaster-

DL holster, the harness
arrangement of the shoul-

der rig (Note: the muzzle of
the Kimber which could

print if the holster were not
properly adjusted), and the
off-side double-mag pouch.
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