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LIVING THE DREAM, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 22
place, they move. The ground shifts, and even if
you know where you put them, they’re hard to
find. What makes locating land mines an exciting
profession is that even very old mines are still
armed. Locating and neutralizing mines in
Afghanistan is big business. There’s one big com-
pany that’s in the land-mine business and seven or
eight countries with explosive ordnance disposal
teams working the country. There are enough
mines here to make EOD a good career choice. 

“Home.” Everyone has one, but it takes on a
new dimension for every soldier here. It’s the
nexus of all the ethos and pathos of your life. It’s
the place where you sought comfort and catharsis
after one of your parents passed away. Home is the
place your mail goes, and where your truck is
parked. Your children are there with your wife or
perhaps your parents. Conditions change from sol-
dier to soldier, but the central vision remains the
same – a little piece of America that’s safe.

It’s a complex task to spin your vision of home if
you’re a soldier. Reality is not just down the street.
Reality is the stark desert and you long for such sim-
ple delights as drinking out of a faucet, eating ice
cream and the wet-dog smell of your Labrador.
What is real is the next meal out of a bag, checking
your soldiers and the threat that bad things lurk
around the corner. Home is not a dangerous place.
It’s warm in the winter and cool in the summer, and
smells of freshly mowed grass, Hoppe’s #9, meat on
the grill and cold beer. This place has an odor all its
own – it smells of sweat, danger and smoke.

Home is the harbinger of dreams, and the hub
of all that is good in your life. It’s the scale upon
which you measure everything that happens
around you and in your dreams. It’s the focus of
most of your idle thought. It’s the engine that
drives you and it sits on the finish line waiting for
you. One day at a time, and each day demands
your absolute best effort, for a lapse in concentra-
tion can generate a costly penalty deduction for
you or one of your buddies. Families are at home.
They constitute the last line of defense for the
deployed soldier. Life goes on for them as it does
for us. While I’m a beast of burden for my Nation,
the folks at home just carry on and wait. Time is a
funny thing and the old cliché that “busy hands
are happy hands” is a fact of life here. I know,
from personal experience, that time drags when
you are waiting for someone in harm’s way. I spent
my 13th year waiting for my Dad to return from
the Republic of Viet Nam – a period known in my
heart as the “The Dark Time.” No one seemed to
care that I had this burden in my rucksack, nor did
they care that my dad was at war. That’s why the
voices from home are so critical; so important to
the boys and girls who doing the Nation’s work far
from home. That the mothers and fathers at home
speak with a common voice is vital. 

So shooters, I leave you with a rather “heavy”
column this month. It will be better in the morn-
ing, and I’ll be on top of my game. As the sol-
diers around me say every day, “Just living the
dream, Sir!” Another day in the last adventure
comes to a close.
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NEW Bulk Components!
ATK (Speer, Federal) Bulk Bullets
Sold in packages of 1000 Only
.223 Caliber Bullets (Federal)
Description Stock # 1000
55 grain FMJ C71-12470 $46.95
9 Millimeter Bullets (Speer)
Description Stock # 1000
115 grain FMJ C71-12466 $39.95
124 grain FMJ C71-12467 41.95
.40 Caliber Bullets (Speer)
Description Stock # 1000
180 grain FMJ C71-12468 $66.95
.45 Caliber Bullets (Speer)
Description Stock # 1000
230 grain FMJ C71-12469 $75.95

Top Brass
Description Stock # 100 500 1000
.44 Russian C71-32417 $14.08 $63.80 $114.40
.44 Special C71-32412 13.92 63.10 113.10
.44 Magnum C71-32413 13.92 63.10 113.10
.45 Colt C71-34214 14.56 66.00 118.30
.45 ACP C71-34215 13.44 60.90 109.20
.45 Auto Rim C71-32416 14.72 66.70 119.60

WARNING: These products contain lead, which is known to
cause birth defects, other reproductive harm and cancer. Han-
dling components, ammunition, cleaning firearms or discharging
firearms in poorly ventilated areas may result in lead exposure.
Have adequate ventilation at all times and wash your hands
thoroughly after exposure.
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HHeelllloo  ffrroomm  CCaammpp  EEggggeerrss!!
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