
By Will Cox
The AR-15 family of rifles – especially the car-

bine versions – have enjoyed immense popularity
over the last decade or so, due mostly to Clint
Smith, who coined the term “Urban Rifle” and
developed a doctrine for its use in primarily close-
range, self-defense applications. With that wide-
spread popularity inevitably followed a sea of after-
market gadgets that strap, clamp or bolt on to the
AR. Some are worthwhile. Some are worthless. One
accessory that definitely fits into the former category
is the C-More Systems Tactical Sight (C71-11444 in
The Blue Press) a red-dot reflex optic with which
I’ve recently spent some trigger time.

Battery powered red dot sights have become
quite popular over the past several years and are
now reliable to the point where they are regular-
ly used even by military special operations
forces. Yes, batteries must be replaced and spares
carried, but the benefits of the dot sight make the
hassle worth it. I used to think that tritium-pow-
ered reflex sights (which do not depend on bat-
teries) were preferable for just this reason. Unfor-
tunately, the dots or triangles (or whatever) on
the ones I’ve used are of fixed brightness and can
wash out in bright light. Not so with the C-More.
The upper settings on the switch provide visibili-
ty on the sunniest of days.

Positives (Plural)
Conversely, one of the main benefits of a dot

sight like the C-More, in my opinion, is low-light
capability. The glowing dot is visi-
ble in darkness when ordinary
iron sights are not.
The other big plus is
speed of acquisi-
tion. Like a con-
ventional scope

the Tactical Sight puts the target and aiming point
on the same focal plane, thus eliminating the need
to align a rear sight, front sight and target. I won’t
open the sighted fire versus point shooting debate
here, but the C-More pretty much makes it moot
by allowing the shooter to focus on the sight and
threat simultaneously. Remember that the human
eye can only focus at one distance at a time.

But the above-mentioned benefits pretty
much apply to all the electronic dot sights out
there and there are lots of them. What makes the
C-More stand out? Several things.

First off, the Tactical Sight looks good on the AR
and seems to just really “fit” the flat-top receiver
aesthetically. Also, while not inexpensive, this
product is a particularly good value. It sells for
about the same price as other high-quality red-dot
optics, but unlike them the C-More has a back-up
iron sight (BUIS) built in. The BUIS is normally a
separate accessory and the less expensive ones are
about a hundred bucks. Unlike many of these
back-up sights, the one on the C-More Tactical is a
standard A2 Model, which does not fold down and
thus does not require any levers or buttons to be
manipulated. Should your dot suddenly fail during
a crisis, valuable time is not lost fiddling with a
folding BUIS. Just press your cheek a bit harder
into the stock and the A2 aperture appears.

Another advantage of the Tactical is that it is a
reflex type sight meaning that it consists of one
lens in a relatively flat housing rather than a tube

of several inches in length.
The reason that I believe
this may be an advantage
is subjective and may not
apply to all shooters, but

in my experience and that
of several friends who
helped with this evalua-

tion, it seems like the C-More
enhances peripheral vision where-

as a tube-type optic tends to chan-
nel the shooters vision down the
tube. It should go without saying that
in a CQB environment, the better
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Thanks to Lewis Machine & Tool Co., 
1305 11th St. W., Milan, IL 61264, 

lewismachine.net, for the use 
of the Defender 2000 rifle.
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