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Dillon’s new Toolholders fit your RL 550B and XL 650 and
ensure that the tools you need to service your reloader are

handy and organized. No more digging around your bench trying
to find the right size hex wrench!
XL 650 w/Wrench Set E29-11555 $25.95
XL 650 w/o Wrench Set E29-11554 15.95
RL 550 w/Wrench Set E29-11541 24.95
RL 550 w/o Wrench Set E29-11543 14.95
Casefeed RL 550, w/Wrench Set E29-11540 24.95
Casefeed RL 550, w/o Wrench Set E29-11542 14.95
Dipped Ball-End Hex Wrenches E29-11483 14.95
One-Inch Bench Wrench E29-10842 5.95

Dillon’s RL 550, XL 650 Toolholders

Clockwise, from left: RL 550
Toolholder, XL 650 Toolholder,
RL 550 Toolholder installed,
RL 550 Toolholder installed on
a Casefeed-equipped RL 550B,
and parts breakdown of RL 550
Toolholder and Wrench Set.

my mags with the lead-bullet loads. Bang, Bang,
Bang. Sniff…Sniff. Bang, Bang. Sniff. That smell,
that I had enjoyed for so many years, was lead. If
I’m not mistaken, the U.S. Recommended Daily
Allowance for lead in our diet is about zero. I’m
not a doctor, nor have I ever played one on TV, but
that was the end of my use of cast bullets for
reloading. Rainier Ballistics’ website has a useful
article on airborne lead, which points out how con-
ventional FMJ bullets have an exposed lead base,
which still allows lead to be vaporized with each
shot. How much lead have you eaten today?

Good Bullets?
Initially, Rainier Ballistics experimented with

cast bullets as the basis for their plating process.
The results were unsatisfactory. Today, their bul-
lets are swaged from their own lead wire. Their
lead wire is made in house to ensure the consis-
tency of the alloy. From swaging, the bullets go
on to their plating process, which lays the copper
on one molecule at a time. Once the plating
process is complete, the bullets are swaged a sec-
ond time, hence the term “Restrike.”

In 1998, when Donny took over as Operations
Manager, bullet plating was in its infancy. The pres-
sures and velocities of different cartridges place
varying demands on the bullets’ plating. In these
early days, the plating would occasionally separate
from the core resulting in diminished accuracy.
Whenever Rainier Ballistics creates a new bullet, or

re-engineers an existing design, they send them to
an independent laboratory for testing. Today, plat-
ing thickness is caliber specific. Bullets for lower
pressure cartridges receive less plating, while high-
er pressure cartridges receive thicker plating. Some
of their customers have large contracts for law-
enforcement ammunition. The specifications for
those bullets call for greater plating thickness. With
all that said, Rainier Ballistics’ recommends their
bullets be loaded to 1250 feet per second or less.

Last year I did a fairly extensive test on an XD-45.
During the test, 15 people fired 23 different loads
through the XD and gave me their impressions. We
tested nine of the most promising loads for accuracy.
Among them was a handload of mixed cases with
5.2 grains of WW231 behind Rainier’s 230 FMJ. Out
of the 5” XD this load shot 2-1/16” at 25 yards over
a rest. (The best five-shot group was 2” even using
Black Hills 200 SWC.) It’s no wonder that the sales
of Rainier’s 230-grain FMJ bullet went from seven
million in 2005 to over 14 million in 2006. Suffice it
to say, the Rainier Ballistics 230-grain FMJ probably
won’t be the weak link in your accuracy.

Rainier Ballistics has a lot of other irons in the
fire, like the redesign of their jacketed hollow
points. It’s nice to find inexpensive bullets that are
clean to shoot and provide excellent accuracy.
Long live American ingenuity!

You can contact Mike with comments through
his website, FirstHandgun.com.

Rainier Ballistics Continued from Page 34

DP

May 07 Blue Press 38-55  3/16/07  2:06 PM  Page 53


