
By Mike Johnson – Behind the Gun Counter
American ingenuity never ceases to amaze me.

I just had a conversation with Donny Shride, the
General Manager of Rainier Ballistics. I thought
Rainier Ballistics was just an inexpensive source
for bullets that don’t leave a lot of airborne lead in
my sinuses. We all know that Rainier Ballistics.
But there is another Rainier Ballistics. One that’s –
at least to me – a lot more intriguing. Back in the
bowels of their secret laboratories, Rainier Ballis-
tics’ scientists have been experimenting with an
amazing array of alloys and processes. Some of
these advanced bullets are in use today inside of
submarines. The movie scene of Jack Ryan, in the
reactor room of the “Red October” shooting it out
with the KGB agent, comes to mind. Another piece
of history began at an undisclosed time in the past,
when some “Men in Black,” approached Rainier
Ballistics to design and manufacture specialty bul-
lets for subsonic rifle applications – uh, we could
tell you, but then we’d have to kill you. (O.K., so I
took a little creative license there.)

On the commercial front, plated shot has been
another feat from the folks in Fife, Washington. To
meet the regulations for hunting waterfowl, or in
some cases upland game, Rainier Ballistics has
been a manufacturer’s source for plated shot with
a variety of core materials such as lead, bismuth
alloy, or tungsten alloy. They are also a source for
some of the best sabot bullets used for black pow-
der hunting as well. American ingenuity.

Doing all of this, increasing your monthly pro-
duction 20 percent year after year, and surviving
through the insane price fluctuations of lead, cop-
per and energy costs over the past three years has
been no easy task. Driven by events in the sand-
box, and increased demand in China, lead has

more than tripled in price, while copper has dou-
bled. This doesn’t include the fluctuations in ener-
gy costs that have hit all of our wallets. With com-
modity costs changing daily, I really don’t envy the
position bullet makers are in these days. While this
wild roller coaster ride has been happening for the
manufacturers, our cost for 1,000 rounds of
Rainier Ballistics 230-grain round nose today is the
same $97.56 that it was in April of last year.

Airborne Lead
I began reloading just a few weeks before I got

my first handgun. Lead bullets and a single-stage
press were the training wheels of my reloading
bicycle. Shooting was good. Reloading made
shooting better, because it meant MORE shooting.
Just as a single-stage press begs for more, lead bul-
lets begged for better. With the volume that I shot,
lead bullets meant weekly sessions dragging slivers
of lead out of my barrel with my Lewis Lead
Remover. Eventually, I picked up a Dillon RL 550,
but it took one high-volume afternoon at the range
to realize why I wanted something better than lead
for most of my shooting.

In preparation for an upcoming class, I loaded
the last of the lead bullets that I had. That didn’t
give me enough ammunition to get in the amount
of practice I needed, so I cracked open a box of
copper-jacketed bullets for the remaining rounds.
The only thing that changed between the two
loads was the bullet. The powder and primers were
the same, and I was loading from the same bucket
of mixed brass. All told, I loaded about 1,000
rounds for a day of high-intensity practice on an
indoor range. I began the day shooting the copper-
jacketed-bullet loads. Shortly after lunch, however,
I ran out of the copper-jacketed loads and loaded

Rainier Ballistics Total Copper Jacketed Bullets
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