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By Mike Johnson, Behind the Gun Counter
A couple of years ago, if someone would have

asked you about Katrina, chances are you would
have responded, “I don’t know anyone named Kat-
rina.” Likewise, questions about terrorism a
decade ago probably would have drawn responses
that reflected one primary theme: Terrorism Hap-
pens Overseas. If, today, I pose the question,
“Where do wars happen?” Most of us would prob-
ably think, Everywhere but here. And, of course,
home invasions only happen to other people, too.
While it’s unlikely that you’ll be DIRECTLY impact-
ed by any of these things, are you completely con-
vinced that you’ll see the end of your days TOTAL-
LY untouched by adversity? Handguns are
portable, but if you know beforehand that an
unavoidable fight is com-
ing your way, all the
experts agree: A long gun
is the preferred tool.

In most jurisdictions, it
only takes about a half
hour to purchase the
defensive hardware neces-
sary to deal with criminal
assault or civil unrest. The
defensive software, on the
other hand, takes quite a
bit more effort. By software, I mean skills and an
ethical defensive mindset. Magazine articles,
books and videos may help, but they alone cannot
impart skill. Trips to your local range, or playtime
in the woods, the desert or a gravel pit won’t do it
either. Performance skills require personal training
from qualified instructors. More-advanced skillsets,
like those that replicate the skills you would need
to defend your family in public – or at home –
require much more elaborate facilities than are
found at your local range. This is where a good
shooting school comes in.

A Good School
Here in the Pacific Northwest, The Firearms

Academy of Seattle or “F.A.S.” offers courses cov-

ering the defensive use of handguns, shotguns, car-
bines and rifles. (www.FirearmsAcademy.com /
360-978-6100) A 20-minute drive east of interstate
5, F.A.S. is situated about halfway between Port-
land, Oregon, and Seattle, Washington. Classes
range from their introductory “Handgun Safety
Seminar” to the advanced FAS-9 “Gunfighting
Practicum.” All of their staff instructors are certified
law enforcement instructors. Besides their excel-
lent staff, F.A.S. brings in some of the finest instruc-
tors in the nation. Over the past 16 years, Director
and President of F.A.S., Marty Hayes, has hosted
Massad Ayoob, Jim Cirillo, John and Vicky Farnam,
Ken Hackathorn, Gabe Suarez, Chuck Taylor and
others on the 40-acre facility, which includes 18
separate ranges and two dark houses.

Over the past 11
years, I’ve had the privi-
lege of attending tactical
matches and several of
their classes (FAS-2, 3, 4,
7, “Defensive Shotgun”
and “Judicious Use of
Lethal Force” with Mas-
sad Ayoob). FAS-2, 3, 4
and 5 alternate from
developing handgun
skills to an emphasis on

making sound ethical, legal and tactical deci-
sions. FAS-6 and 7 are advanced defensive
shotgun and carbine courses, respectively.
“Dynamic Handgun Skills” (FAS 8) is a very
advanced handgun skills class that pits students
against one another to hone skills. “Gunfighting
Practicum (FAS-9) spends two intensive days
examining the physiological aspects of gun-
fights, along with participating in 20 simulated
deadly force encounters” with handguns modi-
fied to shoot Code Eagle paint pellets. In addi-
tion to these core classes, the Firearms Acade-
my of Seattle teaches handgun retention,
knife/counter-knife and mini-baton/OC (pepper
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“If you know an
unavoidable fight 

is coming your way,
a long gun is the 
preferred tool”
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