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much of a disappointment. Under the stress of
actual defensive use, the pistol is designed for use
at close distances where adrenaline is going to
take over and firing will be on more of a “point
and shoot” basis than it will be on finely lining up
the sights. At seven yards on a standard silhouette
target, indexing only on the end of the barrel pro-
duces fist-sized groups.

Firing from a locked
breech, the double-
action-only Kel-Tec pro-
duces a relatively low
level of perceived recoil
for a pistol of its size. In
our experience, it also
reliably feeds jacketed
hollow points as well as
it does full-metal-jacket-
ed loads. Add to that the
cute factor which the
Kel-Tec brings to the
table, particularly in the
blue-framed version,
and there isn’t much not to like about it, other
than the undersized caliber.

That makes the question whether the small cal-
iber is worth carrying. It packs about 60 percent
more muzzle energy than a .22 LR and 95 percent

more than a .25 ACP, making it far and away a
better choice than either of them. Published statis-
tics on the .32 ACP show that it has an average
one-shot stop capability of about 60 percent, for
all loads available. On the low end of the scale
are FMJ rounds at 49 percent.

However, if you stoke the .32 ACP with Win-
chester Silvertips, its
one-shot stop capability
climbs to 63-66 percent,
depending upon whose
figures you accept. That
compares pretty well
with the .380’s 69-71
percent with the best
ammo and not too far
off the .38 Special’s 65-
78 percent.

When you look at
those numbers, keeping
in mind that Sydney can
handle the P32 better
than she can the heavier

recoiling P-3AT, and that at the close range it’s
intended for, all eight of its rounds can be rapidly
dumped into the target, then it seems clear that
the Kel-Tec P32 is indeed a good choice for her
personal-defense handgun.

for Self Defense?

Sydney’s Kel-Tec P32 is shorter than her hand and just
slightly taller and tips the scales at only 9.5 ounces.
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