
worry! “I’ve got him trapped in the office,” Sharon
informed me by way of comforting me. 

Ohh, boy!
If there’s a bug on the sidewalk and I see it, I’ll

do my best to avoid stepping on it. If a fly gets in
the house, the little sucker had just as well have
committed suicide. The same goes for squirrels. If
they’re in the wild, where they belong, I’m not one
of these guys who has to shoot at them. 

I let myself into the office, my Service Ace in
hand. He was fast as he darted about the office;
but 40 grains of lead proved faster.

I sold the Service Ace, albeit I like the concept.
Years passed. I’m more deeply into 1911-type
handguns than ever; but I’m also an enormous fan
of the SIG Classic pistols.
When I learned that the
ever-practical folks at
SIG (sigsauer.com) had
.22 Conversion Kits for
all the Classic models, I
had to try one, especially
since all you have to do
to convert from center-
fire to rimfire is field strip
the emptied weapon,
then replace the
barrel/slide/recoil assem-
bly and the magazine
with the Conversion Kit
counterparts and you
were in business.

Well, I did that the
other day. And, it really
works! It’s that easy. Sure,
you may have to throw a
little lubrication on the
frame rails for the slide,
and you may have to shoot
a dozen or two rounds –
high-speed ammo is recommended – for break-
in. But, hey, after that, a wide selection of
decade-and-a-half-old Federal .22 Long Rifle
Ammo worked not only reliably, but also accu-
rately at about 50 feet. Not only did this Conver-
sion Kit perform terrifically in my hands, but also
in Danny’s hands and in the hands of one of
Danny’s buddies.

Versions of the SIG .22 Conversion Kit are
available for the full range of full-size (as in 220
and 226) and compact (as in 228 and 229) pis-
tols, as well as versions threaded for use with a
suppressor, if you happen to own one or are part
of a military or police unit which uses suppres-
sors. This SIG Conversion Kit is a great economi-
cal training device, a lot of fun to use and, with a
suppressor, would have some obvious applica-
tions for use by the good guys against the bad
guys. Not high priced at all, if you can afford it,
it’s hard not to justify having one of these kits for
at least one of your SIG Classic pistols. The one I

tested went on a 229 with Crimson Trace Laser-
Grips. The 10-round magazine loads easily and
it’s lots of fun to empty!

If you wish to be prepared, as I often remind
readers, there is a great deal of gear out there to
assist in that endeavor, if you use your head. A
reader of this column got in touch via E-mail con-
cerning a remarkably practical and – again – not
overly pricey item, which could save your life and
the lives of your loved ones. As this is written on
December 30, 2009, it was only a few days ago
that a “suspected” nutball “allegedly” tried blow-
ing up an aircraft attempting to land in Detroit.
The conflict formerly known as “The War on Ter-
ror” is ongoing and, whether it’s the fanatical

oppressors of the Iranian
populace rolling their
own nuclear weapons or
one of the terrorist
groups buying or stealing
a weapon or just enough
nuclear material for a
“dirty bomb,” it’s delu-
sional not to consider the
likelihood of such a
weapon being used
against America.

That said, we don’t
have to take the advice
usually given in the
event of a nuclear inci-
dent. “Bend over, place
your head between your

knees and kiss your @$$
good-bye!” 

NukAlert, LP
(NukAlert.com), makes an
individual radiation detec-
tor that is small enough
and light enough to go on
your key ring. That’s where
I keep the one I just
acquired. As NukAlert tells
you, “When alarming, the

NukAlert shows the radiation level detected at
least twice a minute with a close spaced group of
countable chirps. The manual and the chart print-
ed on the NukAlert shows the exposure associated
with any given number of total chirps per group.”
A Roentgen is one percent of the amount of expo-
sure to radiation that will get you sick. Five times
that amount will kill you. So, let’s say you’re driv-
ing down the highway and you hear a series of
eight chirps; then, within the same minute, you
hear another eight chirps. That means you’re pick-
ing up 12.8 Roentgens per hour and the time until
you have been exposed enough to become ill is
7.8 hours. If you hear 10 chirps or more, those
chirps signal you’re taking 50 or more Roentgens
per hour and you will become ill in less than two
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Above: Top side of
the NukAlert 24/7
Radiation Monitor

and Alarm on Ahern’s
keyring.

Right: The flip side,
showing the

Roentgens chart.

…continued on Page 35
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