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By Jerry Ahern, Photos by Sharon Ahern
If fight you must and the situation precludes use of a

rifle, submachinegun or tactical shotgun, in descending
order of effectiveness – assuming a skilled operator –
the best conventional weapons are a handgun, a
Katana, a rapier or a knife. Handguns and knives are, of
course, the most commonly encountered of these
weapons groups since they are generally smaller and
more portable.
Speed is certainly a
factor with handgun
operation at close
distances. For a knife
to be decisively
effective, speed is
extremely important
as well. 

A handgun is
certainly the better
choice. Two of my
favorite handguns,
as regular readers
here know, are the
Detonics Model 9-
11-01 full-size .45
and the Smith &
Wesson Model 640
.38 Special, both of
these fitted with
Crimson Trace
LaserGrips. I’ve
recently been exper-
imenting with two Serpa holsters from Blackhawk
Products Group (www.blackhawk.com), high-tech belt
rigs which can be worn either as conventional belt
holsters or as paddle holsters.

Upon initial examination of the Serpa rig for the
1911 – my 9-11-01 is a perfect fit, as would be most
full-size 1911s – I was truly impressed with the logical
thinking which had gone into its design. Merely by
removing three screws and re-ori-
enting the belt slots component or
paddle component, then securing
the screws once again, the holster
can be switched from standard
two-slot belt holster to paddle hol-
ster and the angle at which the hol-
ster is worn can be changed as
well. The holster can be angled as
a strong side with FBI cant, a
strong side with straight drop, a
strong side with forward rake, a
cross draw with straight drop or a
conventional cross draw. The belt
slots and the paddle are also
adjustable for belt width. The
screws themselves bear mention.
Phillips style, a small standard
screwdriver can be used just as
conveniently. In a matter of a few
moments, the screws can be
removed, the orientation of the
holster altered and the holster re-
positioned.

A tension-adjustment screw
serves to fine tune the holster’s passive safety system and
an unique manual safety – not a thumb break, but operat-
ed quite naturally with the trigger finger as the gun is

drawn – provides even more security. With practice, this
manual safety’s speed of operation should be extremely
good and uniformly reliable.

The holsters are injection molded, made from car-
bon fiber composite. Carbon fiber composite is most
analogous to fiberglass, a trade name for glass-impreg-
nated plastic. Carbon-impregnated plastic is used in a
variety of industries and strong enough that some types

of boats are made
from it. It looks good,
not cheap appearing
in any way, which is
good, because the
material itself is quite
expensive. As to
appearance, there are
several options. My
examples are black,
but the holsters can
be had in coyote
brown, olive drab
and foliage green.

I would heartily
suggest that anyone
looking for a high-
tech holster that really
works check out the
Serpa line. Holsters
are available for con-
cealed carry – as with
the examples I’ve
been trying – or as

tactical models, even for use with weapons fitted with
under-frame lights. Clearance, when one employs Crim-
son trace Lasergrips, is perfect; so, no problems there.

Try as I might to refrain from becoming high tech, I
find myself with Crimson Trace LaserGrips (www.crim-
sontrace.com) on several of my handguns, one of those
pistols not only fitted with a laser, but also wearing an
under-frame light from SureFire. Now, it’s non-leather

holsters. Next thing you know, I’ll
probably submit my column elec-
tronically – actually, I do.

A wise person will benefit from
what is new and still appreciate
what time has proven to be worth-
while. It’s always good to know
that things hold up. A couple of
months before Y2K – so, just about
nine years ago, as this is written –
and much like a great many peo-
ple, Sharon and I invested in a few
items that we thought might prove
useful in the event the much dis-
cussed pizza hit the Millennial fan.
One of those was a re-chargeable
Maglite (www.maglite.com), of the
same size and shape as a standard
three D-cell Maglite. We bought it
from our old pal Steve Fishman,
owner of Sidney’s Department
Store (www.sidneysdeptstore.com)
in Augusta, Georgia, one of the
best gun shops you could ever
hope to find. I have a spare re-

chargeable battery for the light, but I haven’t had to use
it so far. About once every eight or ten days, when the
light starts to dim, I plug in the charger and leave the
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Ahern with Honey the Wonder Dog,
the Maglite Rechargeable Flashlight 

is lit in Ahern’s hand.

Ahern’s S&W Model 640 and
Detonics Model 9-11-01 in

Blackhawk Products Group’s
Serpa holsters, the paddle unit at

left.
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