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All joking aside, when it comes to some things, at
least, size truly does matter. Such is certainly the case
when it comes to guns and knives. Both of these,
when used as defensive tools, are available in a vari-
ety of sizes relevant to their intended purpose. Two
perfect examples are a just-arrived Cold Steel six-
inch TI-LITE folder and the North American Arms .22
Magnum “Pug.” The TI-LITE VI is a full 13 inches
long, when open,
while the Pug has an
overall length of just
four and one-half
inches. In the right
hands, either one of
the two could be a
lifesaver.

North American
Arms (naaminis.
com), as anyone who
has ever had any
dealings with the
company would cer-
tainly attest, is
owned, run and
staffed by some of
the finest people you
might ever hope to
meet, good-hearted
and honest and dedi-
cated to quality in
every product they
offer. Although North
American Arms is
ever more widely
respected for their
personal protection
semi-automatics, the
firm will always be
known for the watch-
like precision of their
NAA Mini Revolvers.
The Pug is one of
NAA’s latest varia-
tions and ineffably
practical as a close-
range defender.

For starters, it’s a
.22 Magnum. Mar-
shall and Sanow give
.22 Magnum a 42 percent one-shot stop rating.
Presumably, the revolvers used for determining
this comparatively impressive figure had barrel
lengths somewhat greater than the Pug’s solitary
inch. But, the little Pug has a five-shot cylinder (all
five charging holes can be loaded, of course,
because the hammer is rested in one of the notch-
es between the holes). If one is in so dire a cir-
cumstance as to have to shoot at close range –
and, close range is what this gun is designed for –
four or five shots will likely stop or slow up all but

the most “hopped up” assailant. At really, really
close range, of course, one can reliably place a
round or rounds into some rather obvious parts of
the attacker’s anatomy.

Weighing just 6.4 ounces empty and not much
more than that loaded, the Pug can be carried almost
anywhere on the body. With bulbous, but not overly
large, comfortable rubber grips and quite useable
sights, the Pug is serious. Those sights are available as

white dot only, or as
Tritiums. My gun is
the latter. The sights
are drift adjustable for
windage and the
frame top strap is very
deeply striated, this
facilitating sight pic-
ture between the front
blade and rear notch.
In other words, even
with that one-inch
barrel, there is some
practical utility for the
revolver at longer
ranges.

The Pug has a
bull barrel that, rela-
tive to overall size, is
heavy and massive.
Cylinder removal for
loading and unload-
ing is actually easier
– I found it so, at
least – than the usual
method, the Pug uti-
lizing a block rather
than a comparatively
tiny, knurled pin. 

The Pug is stain-
less steel, of course.

Like all quality
firearms, as this is
written in mid-March
of 2009, the Pug is in
short supply. As an
ultimate last-chance
hideout gun, this is
the Mini-Revolver to
have. The North
American Arms Pug

is truly worth hunting down, if you can find one,
and worth the wait if you have to do like I did and
cool your heels for several months before getting
one. This is a serious hideout.

Just as the NAA Pug is little but mighty – the
name derives from the Latin masculine noun
“pugnus,” meaning “fist” – the newest and largest
TI-LITE from Cold Steel (coldsteel.com) is seriously
big, and extremely formidable. Lynn Thompson is
also a friend of long standing. Starting with a basic
Tanto model that he still sells vigorously and in
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