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The Ruger Standard pistol evolved over the years
into the Mark II pistol (1982), which incorporated an
automatic bolt hold-open device which activated on
the last shot, and a safety which could be engaged
while activating the bolt.  These were needed
improvements to the original pistol. Current produc-
tion of the Ruger .22s incorporates a push-button
magazine release, a loaded chamber indicator, and a
magazine-disconnect safety. These later politically
correct “improvements” have received mixed reviews
and have resulted in the prices of the earlier Mark II
versions escalating rapidly.

Millions of Ruger .22 pistols have been made over
the years, in many models and finishes. Stainless steel
pistols began to be offered in 1984. I
have one of the first 20 of these pistols,

still new in
the box; it’s
another collect-
able. The 22/45
model incorporates
a plastic frame, simi-
lar in configuration to
the grip of the famous
1911 .45 pistol.

The firm of Sturm,
Ruger & Company has been
a notable success, with
many new designs and prod-
ucts being sold over the years.
Pistols, revolvers, rifles and
shotguns are in the line today,
many of them designed by the
founder, Bill Ruger. Ruger had a knack for sensing
what the public wanted, and delivering the goods
economically and innovatively. Sadly, Bill Ruger
passed on a few years ago, but his firm continues as
a powerhouse in the firearms field.

The Ruger Standard .22 Pistol started it all, and as
such, richly deserves to be called a truly classic hand-
gun. “Red eagle” standard pistols are quite collectable
today, and if you have one, you are quite fortunate. It’s
the keystone piece of Ruger history.

William Batterman Ruger,
Sr. was born in Brooklyn,
New York on June 21, 1916.
Following his father’s giving
him his own rifle at the age
of 12, he quickly developed
an interest and passion for
guns. In college, he found
an empty room, converted it
into a machine shop and developed a design for a
light machine gun. This so impressed the Army that
he was hired at Springfield Armory as a full-time
designer. Thus began a truly outstanding career. He

went on to work for other companies, but
always dreamed of owning his own firm. In
partnership with Alexander Sturm, that
dream became a reality in 1949. The little
Ruger .22 pistol that was their first product

was just the beginning. In his lifetime, Ruger
designed and patented dozens of models of
sporting firearms, most of them produced

under the Sturm, Ruger label.
With Bill Ruger at the helm, the Ruger firm

produced more types of firearms than any other
company in the world. He had an unusual knack for
sensing the wants and needs of the public.  He
introduced a line of innovative single-action
revolvers at a time when the public hungered for
the cowboy-type guns. All of his products empha-
sized strength, reliability, aesthetically pleasing
form, and affordability. A continuing stream of high-
quality pistols, revolvers, rifles and shotguns flowed
from the design boards to the factory to the public.
Bill Ruger was known at the factory as “the old

man” and had a hand in virtually every product
from the beginning until his death. He was often

found on the factory floor, helping to solve a
production problem or developing a proto-
type, up to his elbows in machine oil along
with the employees. And nothing escaped
his watchful eye. If something was slightly
wrong it was all wrong, and it didn’t get
made until the old man gave it his seal of
approval. He also excelled in marketing,

and the Ruger products, with few excep-
tions, were hits in the marketplace. 

Ruger has often been compared to Samuel
Colt and John Browning as a true firearms

genius. But he was much more than that; a true
Renaissance man and industrialist. Many charities in
the cities where his firm was located benefited from
his philanthropy. He also served for over 15 years as
a member of the Board of Trustees for the Buffalo
Bill Historical Center in Cody, Wyoming. He donated
a large sum of money to the National Rifle
Association in his later years.

Bill Ruger died in Prescott, Arizona on June 6,
2002, having established himself as a firearms leg-
end and leaving behind a great and strong company
bearing his name. DPDP

e Ruggeerr SSttaannddaarrdd ..2222 PPiissttooll ((11994499))
Bill Ruger

June 08 Blue Press 20-37  4/14/08  12:46 PM  Page 37

        


