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to have more M1917 Enfield rifles in stock later
on. For a period of time, the CMP sold match-
grade AR-15 rifles to CMP-affiliated clubs, though
this has been discontinued. 

Requirements for purchasing a rifle through the
CMP are relatively simple and straightforward. The
purchaser must provide proof of US citizenship
and age. A birth certificate, passport, or proof of
naturalization is acceptable proof of citizenship; a
voter identification card is not. Where the proof of
citizenship does not indicate that the purchaser is
at least 18 years of age, a driver’s license will
work. The purchaser must be able to pass a NICS
check and provide a copy of any relevant state or
local firearm license or permit. The purchaser must
belong to a CMP-affiliated organization. There are
over 2000 of these, including all 50 state shooting
associations, thousands of local shooting clubs, the
US Practical Shooting Association, and a variety of
special CMP affiliates, including congressionally
chartered veterans’ organizations (for example, the
VFW, DAV, American Legion, Marine Corps
League), the active and reserve military services
and National Guard (including retirees), and pro-
fessional 501 (c)(3) law enforcement organizations
(for example, the FOP). Finally, the purchaser must
provide proof of participation in a marksmanship-
related activity, or otherwise show familiarity with
the safe handling of firearms and range proce-
dures. This experience need not be with high

power rifles, and can be with smallbore rifles, pis-
tols, shotguns, or air guns. This proof can include:

• Current or past military service. 
• Current or past law enforcement service 
• Participation in a rifle, pistol, air gun or shot-

gun competition (copy of results bulletin). 
• Completion of a marksmanship clinic that

included live fire training (copy of the certificate of
completion or a statement from the instructor). 

• Distinguished, Instructor, or Coach status. 
• Concealed Carry License. 
• Firearms Owner Identification Cards that

included live fire training. 
• FFL or C&R license. 
• Completion of a Hunter Safety Course that

included live fire training. 
• Certification from range or club official or law

enforcement officer witnessing shooting activity.
No proof of marksmanship is required for those

over age 60, although proof of club membership
and citizenship is still required.

The CMP has no ongoing funding. It supports
itself via sales of rifles, ammunition, targets,
parts, and accessories, and fees; it is a tax-
exempt 501 (c) (3) organization and solicits
donations as well. The CMP has a comprehen-
sive website at www.odcmp.com, where you can
find all sorts of interesting information, buy CMP
merchandise, and download the paperwork
required for rifle sales.
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