
By James Patterson
For a number of years I drooled over every .50

Browning Machine Gun (BMG) caliber rifle that I
came across, I read every article I could find and
determined that “Someday” I was going to have
one. Well I finally took the plunge and in 2002 I
purchased my first “Big 50.” Almost immediately I
joined the Fifty Caliber Shooters Association
(FCSA) and I have since come to immensely enjoy
shooting this challenging cartridge and associating
with some of the best people on earth.

The FCSA, started in 1985, is an international
organization with members in 22 countries, head-
quartered in Monroe, Utah; it has a membership of
approximately 4000. While the FCSA provides a
service to military and law enforcement with
research and instruction, as well as an active liai-
son in both communities, the primary charter of
the FCSA is the promotion of the sporting use of
the .50 BMG cartridge and its wildcat derivatives. It
has been the FCSA and its members who have lead
the way in refining .50 caliber cartridges, rifles,
and 1000-yard-plus shooting know how. Members
enjoy a quarterly magazine, a suppliers directory, a
very active website, and access to literally the best
repository of .50 BMG information on the planet. If
you are interested in Mr. John Browning’s big 50
you should seriously consider joining the FCSA!

While all aspects of the .50 BMG are promoted
by the FSCA, the primary sport is 1000-yard com-

petition. In 2010 there are 16 separate official
matches scheduled across the United States and
many more “fun shoots.” This sport is an incredible
mix of the science, skill, and art of extreme-long-
range accuracy. Although I had been actively
shooting rifles and hunting for well over 40 years
and had always considered myself “a rifleman,” I
had no idea of the learning curve that I was
embarking upon when I first joined the FCSA!

Historically, 1000-yard shooting has been pri-
marily a bench rest activity, but in the past several
years we have seen a tremendous interest in what
is labeled “Hunter class” competition; this is shot
prone using a bipod (see photo below). This form
of long-range match shooting is excellent prepara-
tion for long-range hunting. I recently became
acquainted with a fellow FCSA shooter who uses
his .50 BMG for both elk and antelope hunting. In
discussing this aspect of the sport with him he
noted that often he hears comments like: “That’s
not fair to shoot that far,” “That’s not hunting,” or
“That makes it too easy to hunt,” from those who
are typically uninformed but opinionated. His typi-
cal reply to that is, “Anyone can take an elk at a
couple hundred yards. If you want a challenge, try
to take it responsibly at 1000 yards!” The required
skill set is guaranteed to humble even the most
experienced rifleman.

Is a .50 BMG caliber rifle difficult to shoot? Not
at all. The relatively heavy weight of a standard
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