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Reviewed by Peter Caroline
According to some recent

accounts in the newspapers
and on-line, the ammo short-
age is winding down.
According to my most recent
experience, this is true: you
can find just about any cal-
iber you want, but you’ll
probably have to find it at a
gun show at inflated prices.
If you enjoy shooting a 1911,
you’ll get more bang for the buck if you reload,
which is undoubtedly why you’re reading The
Blue Press. Of course, components – brass,
primers, propellants and projectiles – are all
more expensive, too. So, for many of us careful
purchasers (i.e. cheapskates), the answer might
be a .22 conversion unit for our .45s. 

Some years ago, in a rather involved trade, I
acquired a Colt .22 LR conversion unit for the
1911A1. It seemed like it might be a useful
accessory, until I tried to mount it on my Colt
1991A1 and several 1911A1 clones. For whatev-
er reason, it didn’t fit. I understand that this hap-
pens occasionally, but it didn’t help my disposi-
tion at the time. Quite frankly, given my
druthers, I’d rather have a dedicated 1911A1 in
.22 rimfire, like the Colt Ace. Maybe when I win
the lottery, I can afford one. 

In the meantime, I recently heard about a new
handgun on the market that looks and feels like a
traditional 1911, but is totally .22. One of the
benefits of attending the SHOT Show is that I get a
great many new-product press releases in my e-
mail on a regular basis. One of these releases
went on in some detail about something called a
Chiappa Firearms Model 1911-22, a .22 rimfire
rendition of the venerable 1911. What intrigued
me most was the price…only $299 MSRP, about
the same price as an entry-level .22 conversion

unit! I was interested, to say the least, and sent off
a request and a copy of my FFL to MKS Supply
Inc., the distributor. 

The pistol that arrived at my door, about a
week later, did not disappoint. The appearance
and heft is like your basic Government Model…
maybe six or seven ounces lighter, but that’s not
really noticeable. All the controls work the same
as the original. The only visible difference is a
manual keyed safety at the right rear of the slide,
and a small, spring-loaded exterior extractor. The
magazine holds 10 rounds of .22 Long Rifle and
is constructed of a black polymer. The sights are
nice and square, nothing fancy, just basic black.
The rear sight can be drifted for windage; the
front sight is deliberately a bit high so it can be
“adjusted” with a file.

At the range, I discovered that the Chiappa
1911-22 is not a picky eater. The instruction
manual recommends a break-in period of 200-
300 rounds. I ran about 500 rounds through the
pistol, a mixed bag of Federal Value Pack, Feder-
al American Eagle, Remington Pistol Match, Eley
Club and Eley Standard, CCI Mini Mag +V and
some odd stuff labeled Centurion, made in Mex-
ico. Everything fed, fired and ejected perfectly,
without a hiccup.

The trigger, however, was a bugger. When I
measured the pull, it was just off the end of my
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A 1911 FOR A RIMFIRE BUDGET
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