
10

By Peter Caroline
As anyone who owns a 1911-type pistol can

testify, bells and whistles are a big business.
Either Ol’ Slabsides comes with lots of included
gizmos, or you add your own. 

So why would anyone want to buy a .45
ACP semiautomatic pistol that’s about as plain
old vanilla as a gun can get? Maybe because it
works perfectly, hits where it’s pointed, feels
right and is priced right. 

To be perfectly frank, when I first saw the new
Kahr Arms CW 45, I was not particularly
impressed. At first glance, it appeared to be a total-
ly generic semiauto pistol…black polymer frame,
stainless steel slide, double-action trigger, a drift-
adjustable white-bar rear sight and pinned-in
white-dot front sight. The CW 45 is a locked-
breech, striker-
fired design, and
the only two con-
trols are the slide
stop and the mag-
azine catch. The
trigger has less
than one-half
inch travel, with a
seven-pound pull. 

Kahr has
always been
known for
ingeniously
designed, high-
quality guns at a
commensurate
price level. The
CW 45 is what
the Kahr people at the SHOT Show referred to
a their “entry-level” pistol, with an MSRP of
$566. Kahr’s fancier P series .45 runs from
$805 to $921, depending on whether you
want standard or night sights. 

What’s the difference between Kahr’s new CW
Series and the P Series? The CW Series slide exte-
rior is much plainer, requiring fewer machining
operations. “CW 45” and “KAHR” are engraved
on the slide, rather than roll-marked. The CW
Series slide stop lever is an MIM component,
rather than being machined, and the front sight is
pinned in place, rather than being drift-adjustable.
The CW barrel is conventionally rifled, as
opposed to the polygonal rifling of the P series. In
addition, while the P Series guns come with a sec-
ond magazine, the CW Series has just one.  

I took the CW 45 to the range, expecting to
be underwhelmed. To my surprise, the pistol
turned out to be a very nice shooter. The sights
are square and bold, with an appropriate
amount of daylight showing on each side of the

front sight. The double-action trigger pull,
which I thought might be a problem, was actu-
ally quite manageable. Best of all, using stan-
dard 230-grain FMJ Winchester white-box
ammo, the CW 45 shot very impressive little
offhand groups. Although the pistol weighs only
19.7 ounces, recoil was surprisingly mild. 

The Kahr CW 45 is quite a bit smaller than it
appears. It features a 3.6” barrel; overall length
is just 6.32”, height is 4.8” and slide width is
.98”. Magazine capacity is six rounds, which
could be off-putting for hi-cap fans, but six-plus-
one rounds of .45 ACP are more than adequate
for most situations.

After firing the Kahr, I decided to take it apart
for cleaning. Following the instructions in Kahr’s
manual (RTFM), I removed the magazine,

checked the
chamber and,
after drawing the
slide back one-
half inch,
removed the
slide stop. I
pulled the trigger
as directed, and
tried to push the
slide forward off
the frame. The
slide would
move forward
about one-half
inch, but no fur-
ther. Normally,
this is the
moment when

the Big Rubber Mallet would be employed, but
this wasn’t my gun and I wasn’t about to apply
brute force. I e-mailed Kahr’s customer service
department, described the problem and, exactly
31 minutes later, got a return e-mail, telling me to
work the slide back and forth, still holding the
trigger…and “don’t worry about using a little
force.” I followed their directions and everything
worked as described, no mallet required. I’ve
since had the CW 45 disassembled and reassem-
bled several times, and it’s actually quite easy.
And I’m certainly very impressed with the speed
of their customer service!

The Kahr CW 45 is light, compact, accurate
and a pleasure to shoot. It fits the hand well and
points instinctively. It will never win any beauty
contests, but that’s not what it’s all about. If you
have the confidence not to feel defined by what
you carry, it’s a hell of a smart choice!

Kahr Arms, 130 Goddard Memorial Drive,
Worcester, MA 01603, 508-795-3919

www.kahr.com

“No Bells or Whistles”
Kahr Arms CW 45
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