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The first time I heard of Light Amplification by
Stimulated Emission of Radiation (LASER)
devices was in 1978. They were about the size of
an amateur astronomer’s telescope and sold for
$400 in a scientific supply catalog. Lasers
decreased in size and cost, and increased in
power over the following decade. So much so,
that by the late 1980s people started screwing
these things onto their guns. The start was
bumpy. The first units I saw were bolted onto the
trigger guard of a handgun with a wire and pres-
sure pad that ran back to the grip. One size fit
most…kind of. It WAS fairly
exciting to be able to accu-
rately index a firearm on a
target five to seven yards
away with a little red dot.

In 1996 Crimson Trace
patented the first grip-
mounted laser. This system
effectively addressed the
shortcomings of the trigger-
guard-mounted laser, namely: the ability to hold
zero, durability and holster fit. Another advan-
tage of Crimson Trace Lasergrips was the ease
with which they could be activated and deacti-
vated. There was no lever or button to reach for.
A simple squeeze was all it took to see that little
red dot on target. After several years of skepti-
cism about lasers, I bought one.

There has always been something inside of
me that recoils at the thought of my life depend-
ing on batteries. When I screwed the first set of
Crimson Trace Lasergrips onto my gun, I sighted
them in and then promptly turned them off.

Sighted fire, index fire and point shooting contin-
ued to make up the majority of my shooting,
with about 10 percent laser-aided shooting
thrown in at the end of each session. As it has so
many times in the past, reality eventually over-
came my prejudice. I soon found that I could use
Crimson Trace Lasergrips as a tool to develop
muscle memory for indexed fire and point shoot-
ing with dry fire. Those two drills alone paid for
the grip in saved ammo and increased skill.

About a dozen times a month, I give shooting
instruction. Accuracy and speed are about 90
percent trigger control. When someone has a
trigger-control issue, I don’t want him or her to

just believe me because I’m
the instructor. If they can see
it, they can connect what
they’re feeling at that instant
with the pulled shot. Getting
the shooter to discover this
“feeling” is essential to get-
ting the shooter to overcome
bad trigger control. Some-
times the most effective way

to do this is to hand a shooter a laser-equipped
gun loaded with a dummy round in the chamber.
When they assault the trigger they instantly see
the laser dip on the target.

Vision is another issue a laser can help. One
night in a Handgun Fundamentals class, I had
three students with vision issues. One needed
glasses, one wore reading glasses and the third
wore bifocals. Soon I noticed the lady with the
reading glasses and the man with bifocals bobbing
their heads back and forth. First they would tilt
their heads back, so they could see the sights, then
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