
adequate for emergency deployment from your
vehicle. The good thing about an axe is that a
potential attacker, unless possessed of iron nerve
or little brainpower, will envision pieces of him-
self suddenly and violently chopped off and
falling to the concrete.

The full-size axe is better for
carry in a vehicle as it can be
employed without getting into
easy contact range of your
attacker. Swinging the axe in a
violent cross-body down stroke,
as one might do when chop-
ping wood, could be effective;
but we taught our daughter to
turn the axe bit up and to go for
the obvious target, assuming a
male attacker.

Another everyday item that
should be in your automobile
for emergency use – other than
self-defense – is the entrenching
tool or trench shovel. I’m not
talking about the ones with a
sharpened edge. An ordinary
trench shovel will do just fine.
Smack an attacker with the
spade end or blade of a shovel
and he’s not going to be too
happy, whether you use the flat
of the shovel or the edge. I have
a Glock in my car – the tele-
scoping trench shovel. It’s terrif-
ic when you need a shovel and even incorporates
a built-in limb saw. Because the handle telescopes
and folds, it’s extremely compact.

Something every automobile should have as
standard equipment is a good, dependable flash-
light with working bat-
teries. A three-D-cell
Mag-Lite – it’s made
from aircraft alu-
minum – works great
when illumination is
needed for roadside
problems. But, for
other types of prob-
lems, turn it butt for-
ward and it makes a
really fine truncheon.
You can shatter house-
hold window glass with a Mag-Lite or shatter a
bad guy’s hopes of doing you harm.

When nothing but a firearm will do, yet a
handgun is illegal in the car, most other types of
firearms will be frowned upon, as well. One
firearm, however, would possibly be less likely to
get you in trouble for mere possession in a vehicle
(in some areas, where firearms are legally
despised, any gun is going to get you into serious
difficulties) because it is carried not only

unloaded, but disassembled. The firearm to which
I refer is the Henry Repeating Arms U.S. Survival
Rifle, the modern version of the original Armalite
– then Charter Arms – AR-7. Originally designed
as an emergency arm for downed U.S. Air Force
pilots, the Henry U.S. Survival Rifle is, literally,

new and improved. It’s still
waterproof, still disassembles to
nest in the stock, and still
quickly and easily re-assembles
without tools. A key feature in
the Henry rifle is that, when the
action is stowed, one magazine
is left seated in the action,
while a second magazine goes
into its own compartment in the
buttstock. Still another compart-
ment handles the barrel.

Having two eight-round .22
LR magazines secured within
the buttstock is a terrific fea-
ture. Years ago, when I was
Associate Editor of GUNS
Magazine, I asked the then-
manufacturer of the AR-7
about a re-design so two mag-
azines could be carried. I was
told it would be too expen-
sive. Henry, apparently, didn’t
mind the expense for a good
purpose and was quite clever
in working out exactly how to
double the number of maga-

zines secured in the stock. Weight of the rifle is
two and 1/2 pounds, length overall a mere 16
and 1/2 inches when the rifle is disassembled
with parts stowed, 35 inches when assembled.
The Henry U.S. Survival Rifle can be stored easi-

ly in the trunk or a
console and, with
practice, made ready
to go into action
extremely quickly.

Clearly, those of us
who live in free states
and can obtain con-
cealed carry permits
don’t have to rely on
grabbing a shovel or a
.22 rifle from the car
trunk. We can, if need

be, draw a handgun. Yet, even those of us who
regularly and legally carry a handgun can profit by
being prepared in other ways. A shovel, an axe
and a flashlight should be standard equipment in
everyone’s vehicle. Our son always kids me about
all the stuff I keep in the car. But, you never know
when a flashlight, a snake bite kit, safety glasses,
binoculars, a rain poncho that can serve as a seat
cushion, or a Leatherman Supertool, etc., etc.,
etc., just might come in handy!
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rvival Junk” for Your Trunk 

From left: the Gerber ax, an American
Tomahawk Vietnam tomahawk that
predates Cold Steel, a three D-cell
Mag-Lite, and a Glock entrenching

tool with mounted limb saw. 

“Want a closer look at my Glock entrenching tool?”
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