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By Jerry Ahern, Photos by Sharon Ahern
Sharon and I are blessed with two wonderful

adult children, each of them with a spouse we
love like a child of our own, and five fantastic
grandchildren. When our daughter, Samantha,
first started driving, we wanted her to have a
weapon in the
car. Although
she’d been shoot-
ing since she was
about seven years
old and could
accurately shoot a
.45 automatic (a
Detonics, of
course) since she
was 12, she was
too young to
legally carry a
handgun in her
car. For her 21st
birthday, we gave
her a Smith & Wesson Model 640 .38 Special to
carry when she was driving and she uses it to
this day. But, in the five years between starting
to drive and being old enough to legally have a
handgun in her car (we live in the free state of
Georgia), she needed a weapon.

Sharon and I got Sam a nice Gerber axe, had
the local jeweler engrave her name on the head
and we taught her how to use it as a weapon.
Today, she’s still got that axe in her car, as well.
And, she still knows how to use
it if necessary.

Although a handgun in the
glove compartment, on the
seat, under the seat, or on body
(depending on what’s legal
where you are) is the best idea
for vehicular weaponry; in the
non-free states or when a hand-
gun cannot be brought along
for some other reason – as in
the case of a minor or someone
who just cannot manipulate a
handgun – weapons can be
pressed into service from the
ranks of common objects.

What teenage boy, for
example, has not at least con-
sidered having to defend him-
self and his date against some fierce enemy –
maybe a flesh-eating zombie or a space alien –
with a jack handle hidden under the front seat?
Jack handles are okay, of course, but they’re rather
short and, being somewhat narrow, they’re easy to
miss with. For years, I kept a tow chain in the
trunk of my car, the chain fitted with a large hook
at each end. I taught myself how to swing the
chain – something too dangerous for me to recom-
mend, by the way – and use it quite effectively as

a weapon. But, somewhere between the less than
ideal “tire iron” and the medieval-ish chain, there
are some other items that can be just the thing.

Let’s return to the axe. Throughout history, even
from ancient Egyptian times, the axe has been a
weapon of combat as well as a tool for clearing

the land and sizing
wood to warm the
hearth. When the
axe was used in
man-to-man com-
bat, it was often
wielded with one
hand, while a
shield was
clutched in the
other. And, such
axes, heavy to use,
were often made
to look fearsome,
as well. The mod-
ern axe – unless

you want a period piece, and such axes are avail-
able – is going to be made for cutting wood, not
enemies. That is fine, because, if you live in a
weapon un-friendly environment, you’ll want
something as innocuous looking as possible. Let’s
take a quick look at a firearms example of that
concept: If you keep a .223 rifle around as an ele-
ment of your home-defense options, you can have
either a black, sinister-looking AR-15 or variation
thereof, or a cheery, wholesome looking Mini-14

with its nice, friendly wooden
stock. Guess which semi-auto
rifle will make your neighbors
less nervous if they notice it?

The two most common vari-
ations of the axe are the full-
size axe and the hatchet, some-
times called a “hand axe.” The
full-size axe can be had with a
single or double bit. Double
bits are convenient when chop-
ping down a tree, since it is
only necessary to turn the axe
head one hundred eighty
degrees to have a sharp new
edge. Such axes are also
viewed as potentially danger-
ous should the axe strike a
solid object and bounce back.

Some of the fighting axes would have a spike or
hooked edge on the other end of the head, but I’ve
never heard of one with a full double-bit head.

A single-bit head is most common in a true
full-size axe or hatchet. The original tomahawk
was a small stone axe, but the modern tomahawk
– quite evolved, such as those from Cold Steel’s
American Tomahawk Company – will often have
a spike on the other end. But, the regular, plain
old, ordinary, full-size or hand axe is perfectly

Ahern Under the Gun: “Survival Junk” for Your Trunk 

Why Ahern’s son thinks his car trunk is cluttered is a mystery.

Ahern is ready to “bury the hatchet.”
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