
By Lee Arten
The first centerfire handgun I owned was a Colt

1911. The old slabsided pistol spoke to me, and I
liked the .45 ACP cartridge. When – years later – I
bought a subgun, it was also a .45 – a Reising
M50. At the time, I wouldn’t have even con-
sidered a subgun in 9mm.

The Reising
whetted my appetite for full-autos, so I soon
acquired an Ingram M6. Except for the lack of
inexpensive magazines, I liked the M6. An open-
bolt gun, it had a better trigger than the closed-
bolt Reising, and was easier to control when fir-
ing bursts. The two-stage trigger made it interest-
ing, also. With a short pull giving semi-auto and a
long pull full-auto fire, the M6 is one subgun I
can shoot one-shot bursts from anytime. Two
shots with one trigger pull is about the best I
can manage with most others.

At the time, I was traveling to attend a
large bowling pin shoot with a lot of side
events. One side match involved a wood-
en tower built over a four by four Plexi-
glas tank of water and required competitors
to shoot a 9mm subgun. Contestants
climbed the stairs to the top of the tower,
leaned over the railing, and fired a 30-round
magazine into the water in a continuous
burst. The object of the exercise was to drive
ping-pong balls, floating in a plastic ring, out of
the tank and onto the surrounding grass. The
score was determined by how many ping-pong
balls left the water tank. (I never saw any bullets
ricochet off the water, but it still might be a good
idea not to try this at home.)

I used the house MP5s (provided by a licensed
machine gun dealer) in the event, but was con-
vinced that I’d do better if I had my own 9mm sub-
gun. Long Mountain Outfitters (www.longmoun-
tain.com) had several Madsen M50s for sale at the
time, and I bought one. I liked the way the Madsen
looked, but my main reasons for buying it were the
price and the 9mm chambering.

That particular bowling pin match ended for
good about the time the federal paperwork on my
Madsen cleared, so I never shot it from the tower.
Later, I did use it in a subgun match in Wisconsin.
At first, at our local, informal shoots, I’d fire the

Madsen after I’d shot both .45 ACP subguns. As
time went on, I started breaking it out earlier. The
last few times I’ve shot full-auto, I’ve used the Mad-
sen M50 the most. Now, sometimes it’s the only

sub-
gun I

take to the
range.

I’m still a fan of wood-
stocked subguns and ambivalent, at
best, about folding stocks. I like
the “World War II” look of the
Reising, and the 1950s “Rock &
Roll” ambiance of the
Ingram

M6. That
said, with

the stock fold-
ed, the Madsen

takes up less space
than the other guns. That’s

helpful when I’m stuffing guns, ammo,
ear protection, targets, and other supplies into a

vehicle for a trip to the range.
The Madsen M50 is also an open-bolt gun,

and rock simple in design. The M6 is also simple,
but the Madsen is full-auto-only
and so even less complicated. The
Madsen’s forward grip safety, near
the magazine, complicates the
design a bit, but the grip safety on my gun was
removed before I bought it.

Both the Madsen and the M6 are more reliable
than the Reising. The Madsen usually runs longer
between misfeeds, even when it’s dirty from a lot
of shooting. The Madsen doesn’t always like to
feed truncated-cone bullets, but with FMJs, it’s
very reliable. The 9mm round recoils less than the
.45 ACP so the Madsen is easier to control and
keep on target.

Magazines are a real advantage of the Madsen
M50. I have one original magazine for the M6
and seven for the Reising. When I bought the
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9mm Subguns: Best for Sport Shooting?

Reising M50

Ingram M6

Thanks to Vahan S. Kelerchian, President of Armament Services International, Inc., for permission to use the images of the Reising and Madsen they have for
sale. We modified the photos by dropping the backgrounds and using a “dry brush” filter in Photoshop. You can see the actual photos at www.autoweapons.com. 
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