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oldfire Magnum and Cold Steel Spartan
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no surprise that the trigger guard is ample for even
the largest gloved hand.

Controls are simple, with the safety lever con-
venient to the left thumb, requiring very little hand
movement, and the magazine release catch atop
the magazine well and easily and reliably operat-
ed. The weapon fires from a closed bolt, of course,
and the charging handle is heavily textured and
large enough for anyone’s hands to grasp.

The Colefire Magnum is not a pistol I could
see anyone trying to carry concealed – although
Sharon was experimenting with concealing it. It
is a fun gun to shoot, with a relatively serious
caliber, and would work very well in certain
home defense
contexts, or as
a pistol to be
carried along
in a private
aircraft, boat
or RV. Accu-
rate and solid
shooting with
inexpensive
ammo readily
available for it,
the menacing
“subgun” look
in itself might
well deter an
attacker. If you
are in the mar-
ket for a fun
pistol every-
one at the
range will be
talking about
and want to try,
the Colefire Magnum from Century International
Arms, may well be just the thing.

Something else that definitely has looks that are
out of the ordinary is the Spartan, an exceedingly
rugged lockblade folding knife from Cold Steel
(www.coldsteel.com). Ever since my old friend
Lynn Thompson drove his first Cold Steel Tanto
through an automobile door, Cold Steel has shown
a remarkable penchant for putting their knives
through torture tests the late newsman and
spokesperson John Cameron Swayze (1906-1995)
would likely have loved to try on television with a
Timex Wristwatch. The Cold Steel Spartan is a
design by Andrew Demko and is a smaller and
folding version of the Kopis swords associated with
the Spartans, these warriors immortalized at the
Battle of Thermopylae as they stood against a vast-
ly numerically superior Persian army.

In a video test that I would recommend that you
watch at the Cold Steel website, this knife proves
itself to be rugged in the extreme, sharp and all but
unbreakable. With a recurved edge, plenty of belly
and good point construction, the blade cuts,

chops, slices and stabs with remarkable efficiency.
The handle is Kopis-like in shape and it is not for
style. The word Kopis comes from the ancient
Greek and references the word “cut.” The original
Kopis had practical applications in day-to-day use,
just as would a good folding knife, one that may
be used as a weapon when needed, but will han-
dle much more mundane chores just as well. His-
torians generally believe that the Kopis was used
like a butcher knife on steroids for routine slaugh-
ter, but also used in animal sacrifice associated
with religious rites. The design of the Kopis, as car-
ried over in the Cold Steel Spartan, lends itself to
almost axe-like chopping, giving maximum force

to the cut. In
that regard, it is
not unlike a
saber. The
design is such
that it locks the
hand in posi-
tion, so that,
whether stab-
bing or making
a full-powered
draw cut, the
knife will not
move in the
hand, so long
as you maintain
your grip.

In the video,
a 300-pound
weight is sus-
pended from
the open Spar-
tan and left
swinging there,

the blade locked in a vice. Once the weight is
removed, the knife is closed and opened just as
before. Contoured and textured, the grip is Cold
Steel’s Grivory, with steel liners. An ambidextrous
folder, it can be opened in conventional ways or
snagged against one’s clothing, etc. The steel is
Japanese AUS 8A stainless. Open length of the
Spartan is 10-1/2” overall and blade length is 4-
1/2”. The lock – necessarily – is stiff, so the blade
will stay open under the terrific strain through
which it can be put. Yet, it is quite smooth in oper-
ation. That said, the first few times you close the
knife, be extra cautious because, once you over-
come the lock, the blade quickly drops on its own
into the half-folded position. If you were holding
the Spartan improperly, you might have to show
how truly “Spartan” you are, while holding back
your emotions, after that nice deep cut. The Cold
Steel Spartan is a truly serious knife, from one of
the nation’s most well-respected knife companies.

Whether a gun, a knife or a person, looks are
only skin deep and it’s the quality that’s built in
that counts!

Above: The Cold Steel
Spartan in a saber
hold. Left: The Spartan
comes with two belt
clips, one already
installed, thus allowing
greater versatility. 

Note 
the
large,
ambi-
dextrous
thumb
stud.
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