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By Serena Wood
I chose to begin my concealed carry experi-

ence with a fanny pack holster for several reasons.
First, I was in Georgia and summer was fast
approaching; there was no way I’d be able to wear
extra layers of clothing to cover a gun carried on
my body without melting in the Southern heat.
Second, my carry gun is a Springfield XD-9 with
four-inch barrel and is a bit difficult to hide on a
smaller frame like mine.

I bought my fanny pack, a black nylon version
made by
Roma, at a
gun show
while wait-
ing for my
Georgia
Firearms
License
(GFL) to
arrive. There
were three
sizes avail-
able to fit
most guns and the Large
worked well for my XD-9. The
pack can be set up for a right-
or left-hand draw and the hol-
ster adjusts to almost any angle.
This particular pack has two
more compartments in front of
the gun and a small pocket on
the outside – more than enough
space to carry my driver’s
license, GFL, cell phone, etc.

Wearing a fanny pack
weighed down with a loaded
gun and daily essentials took some getting used
to but wasn’t too uncomfortable. The back of the
pack has thick enough padding that I never had
a problem with the gun digging into my stom-
ach. After a while it became just another piece
of clothing I put on in the morning. I barely
noticed it was there.

I didn’t want to carry the gun off my body.
There’s always a chance that a purse can be for-
gotten by a careless person – I had no intention of
being careless, but why take chances – or a crimi-
nal looking for a purse to snatch may suddenly
find himself or herself in possession of your gun in
addition to your purse.

An oft-repeated argument against gun-conceal-
ing fanny packs is that they amount to open carry
– everyone knows that the only people who wear
a large fanny pack must have a gun inside. I never
had anyone question me as to the contents of my
fanny pack in Georgia, and only one person after I
moved to California and stopped carrying (tem-
porarily, until I get a California CCW) but contin-
ued to wear the pack. Unfortunately – or fortu-

nately in this case – most people are utterly oblivi-
ous to their surroundings. As far as most people
care about me, my fanny pack, and what might be
inside it, realistically, I might as well be invisible.

One potential drawback to carrying in a
fanny pack is that the draw requires two hands,
one to rip open the pack, another to grab the
gun. The Roma pack comes equipped with two
“pullout cords” that can be set up for either a
left- or right-hand draw. It’s extremely important,
when carrying in a fanny pack, to be very aware
of your surroundings so you can get your hand
on that cord and be prepared to draw at the first
sign of potential trouble. Personally, the only
issue I had while carrying in a fanny pack hol-
ster is that the pack looked out-of-place when
worn with a nice outfit – not a bad trade-off
when you consider the benefits.

There are a number of real upsides to carry-
ing in a fanny pack. The variety of guns you’re
able to carry expands because size is less of an
issue compared to some other concealment
options. In addition, many packs can hold extra
magazines, flashlights, and anything else you

might wish to carry. No partic-
ular sorts of clothing are
required, no need for a con-
cealing jacket or vest. The gun
and holster will never “print,”
and won’t be accidentally
exposed if you bend the wrong
way or a gust of wind happens
to blow open your vest. Fanny
packs can be a great carry
option while jogging, hiking,
or participating in other forms
of exercise; I even wore mine

comfort-
ably while
horseback
riding.

It will
take some
experimen-
tation to
find a style
of on-body
carry that
works bet-
ter for me

(and my chosen firearm) than the fanny pack –
and I will be finding other ways as time goes
by. But when I needed to carry right away, in
the hot, humid Georgia spring and summer, the
fanny pack allowed me to do that, comfortably
and discreetly. While this is not the way I will
always carry a gun, I’m convinced it’s an
approach underrated by many people who just
“know” it’s a bad idea and can’t work. It
worked for me.
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