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When I was a little boy, I had a great many toy
guns – which probably accounts for my still having
“toy guns”…the kind
that shoot real ammuni-
tion! My maternal
grandmother gave me
my first cap pistol and
my cousin Jerrell, the
resident big guy who
was twelve years older
than I, would come
over and play guns with
me. Although, like
every kid in those days,
I was cowboy obsessed,
I did have a couple of
ray guns, one of which
just “fired” a flashlight
beam which was sup-
posed to be a death ray
(lasers were unknown)
and the other was all
shiny and long barreled
and looked like the ray
guns you saw in outer
space movies. Even
though cops and other
good guys almost
always carried
revolvers, and hit-men
types and other persons
of nefarious character
predominantly used automatics, I had a few cap
guns that were automatics, too. 

As an adult, I like revolvers and automatics, but
have never owned a space gun – until now. No, it
doesn’t have a death ray to be used in mortal com-
bat with skulking three-eyed lizardly no-goodniks,
but that’s about the only
thing missing. 

Doing a lot more gun
writing these days, I figured
it was about time that I got a
Glock (glock.com). I had a
perfectly nice Glock 17,
years ago, but gave it away
to a young man who was a
family friend and bound for
Operation Desert Storm. I
hadn’t owned a Glock since.
I corrected the Glock-owner-
ship situation recently with a
visit to my great friend Steve
Fishman at Sydney’s Depart-
ment Store in Augusta, Georgia, one of the best-
stocked gun shops around. We settled on a Glock
22, the full-sized pistol in .40 S&W. My son-in-
law, Danny, and I stopped and shot the Glock a
little bit on the way home. It worked just great. 

I’m known for noticing something the size of a
mote of dust and missing the gorilla standing
beside it, so that probably accounts for me not
realizing that the Glock had Trijicon Night Sights

(trijicon.com). Green
Trijicons last a long
time with a 12-year
power source warranty.
Glass lamps are the key
to the sights working as
they do, these lamps
filled with pressurized
Tritium gas. The lamps
are inserted into the
sight, which is actually
an aluminum housing,
silicone rubber cush-
ioning the glass lamp
within the metal body.
“Windows” are press
fitted inside the alu-
minum cylinders: these
impart the outlines to
the circles of light and
evenly distribute the
light from the lamps.
These windows are
built to be impervious
to cleaning solvents
and punctures. Trijicon
sights, one should
recall, are standard
equipment with United
States Special Forces.

Amortize the cost of Trijicons across 12 years of
use and you’ll find that you’ve got quite a bargain.

With the Trijicons in mind, coupled with the
Glock 22’s 15-round magazine, I decided to go
wild. I obtained a Crimson Trace (crimsontrace.
com) Laser for the Glock. For the obvious reason,

unlike other Crimson Trace
products, the grips are not
replaced on the Glock.
Rather, the unit is very small
and clamps to the grip back-
strap and comes forward on
the sides, forming what
amounts to a rounded shelf
that actually enhances grip-
ping characteristics. These
rounded areas house the two
batteries. The batteries have a
projected four-year shelf life
and can endure about four
hours of continuous use.

To keep the Crimson trace
unit secure, the pin at the top of the grip backstrap
must be drifted out (with a provided tool that
could prove useful for other gun-related chores)
and one of two longer length pins slipped into
position. Obviously, keep the original pin and the
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If you look closely, you can see the activation button
for the Crimson Trace laser near the top of the back-
strap, the control switch (right side) for the Surefire
unit, and the Trijicon Night Sights. Inset:  The Crimson
trace unit for the Glock is unique in size and shape,
shown here before adding batteries in order to better
see the unit’s interior.

A closer look at the Trijicon Night Sights.
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