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on special order, smooth. A six-inch barreled gun
became an option in late 1963. Following an
experimental run of 50 two-and-one-half-inch bar-
reled Model 19s and some very rare three-inch
guns, the two-and-one-half-inch Model 19 became
a catalog item in 1968. It became a hot item for
plainclothes police officers, and for concealed
carry by civilians so authorized. While the longer-
barreled guns had square grip frames, the two-and-
one-half-inch models had rounded grip frames and

stocks for
easier con-

cealment.
S&W then introduced the stainless

steel equivalent of the Model 19,
which was known as the Model 66.
While the first one was manufactured
in 1970, it was not announced until
1971, and shipments began in that
year. The first Model 66s had four-inch
barrels, and two-and-one-half-inch
guns were offered in 1974. In all
respects, these guns were the same as
the equivalent Model 19s, except for
being made in stainless steel.

A large number of engraved com-
memorative Model 19s were produced for the
occasion of the Texas Rangers’ 150 th anniversary
in 1973. Those guns together with special com-
memorative knives were also offered as cased sets.
Pinned barrels and recessed chambers were elimi-
nated on both 19s and 66s to facilitate faster and
more economical production in 1982. 

The Model 19s and Model 66s were enormous-
ly popular, but some occasional problems devel-
oped. In the K-frame configuration, the rear of the
barrel has to have a section relieved at the bottom
to clear the gas shield as the cylinder is closed. This
somewhat weakened the barrel at the forcing cone
where the bullet entered the barrel. 

With the advent of very hot 125-grain loads
in .357, guns that were used extensively with
those loads sometimes developed cracks at the
forcing cone in the barrel. When fired with .38
Specials or with standard 158-grain .357s, this
almost never happened. The Models 19 and 66
were designed to be shot a lot with .38 Specials
for practice, moderately with standard .357s,
but not constantly with the new, ultra-powerful
125-grain .357s. In fairness, some guns have
been fired quite extensively with hot 125-grain
loads with no problems. In other instances, the
forcing cone splits occurred. There were never
any catastrophic failures. Smith & Wesson’s
response to the perceived problem in 1981 was
to make a slightly larger revolver on a new
frame. The new L-frame was intermediate in size
between the K-frame and the N-frame and uti-

lized K-frame stocks. Both K- and L-frames
were offered concurrently for some time, but

the Model 19 revolvers were finally dis-
continued in 1999 in favor of the L-

frame guns. The Model 66s were simi-
larly discontinued in 2004.

The gun illustrated is my own, a
“pinned and recessed” Model 19

made in 1980. My experience
with Model 19s and Model 66s
has been quite favorable. They
are excellent for either com-
fortable open holster wear,
or in the two-and-one-half-
inch versions, for con-
cealed carry. I don’t hesi-
tate to give mine a diet of
158-grain .357 loads for
practice. I reserve the
hotter 125-grain car-
tridges for self-defense
use when I carry, and
load them in these
guns only for that
purpose. I’ve
examined many
19s and 66s at

gun shows, and have not yet personally seen one
with a cracked forcing cone. The Model 19 and
the stainless Model 66 were and still are wildly
popular revolvers, filling a unique niche that
nicely blends both power and portability. They
are true classics and have become very hot items
on the used gun market. 
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