
By John Marshall
A peace officer’s dream, come true! That was

the way legendary lawman Bill Jordan put it, short-
ly after the introduction of the Smith & Wesson
Combat Magnum in 1955. At that time, revolvers
ruled the roost in the law enforcement community,
and it was generally recognized that the .357
Magnum cartridge was easily the best in putting
down the bad guys. The big problem was that
.357s could only be
had in large pack-
ages such as the
S&W .357 Mag-
num (later
renamed the
Model 27) and
the Highway
Patrolman (later
the Model 28).
While powerful,
these big revolvers
were bulky and heavy. They were not ideal
for a lawman to pack all day. There had to
be something better.

In the summer of 1954 at Camp Perry, Ohio,
Smith & Wesson President Carl Hellstrom
approached Bill Jordan to get his ideas on an ideal
law enforcement handgun. Jordan was an experi-
enced, respected and knowledgeable member of
the U.S. Border Patrol. He was then shooting on
the Border Patrol team at the National Matches. In
response to Hellstrom’s request, Jordan told him
he believed that law officers needed a .357, but in
a somewhat smaller package than the big N-frame
Smiths. In his opinion, the gun should be a K-
frame (medium size S&W revolver). He thought a
heavy four-inch barrel would be ideal, and that the
gun should have a protective ejector rod shroud
like the N-frame .357 Magnum. The shroud would
not only add some weight to help control recoil; it
would prevent the ejector rod from bending if
struck. Hellstrom nodded his head and thanked
Jordan for his thoughts.

Until then, only larger revolvers could handle
the power of the .357 Magnum cartridge. Accord-
ingly, Hellstrom huddled with his engineers. No
company had ever tried to put a .357 into such a
small package. The S&W engineers went to work
testing various types of steels and heat treatment
processes. Their efforts culminated in the very first
Combat Magnum on November 15, 1955. It fea-
tured a frame that was slightly beefed up from the
K-frame used with .38 Specials. It carried serial
number K260003. The lowest serial numbered gun
in the first production run was number K260001,
and it was immediately sent to Bill Jordan.

A popular TV show at that time was “You Asked
For It,” hosted by Art Baker. The show responded to
viewers’ requests for information and film footage

on various items in the public eye. The Combat
Magnum had garnered some publicity, and a view-
er had asked to see it on the program. Baker con-
tacted Bill Jordan, and he agreed to go on the
show. Jordan held the new revolver up for viewing,
and enthusiastically proclaimed it as a peace offi-
cer’s dream, come true! An accomplished exhibi-
tion shooter, Jordan then put the gun through its
paces. Sales of the new revolver took off immedi-
ately after that. It became a top seller. The first pro-

duction run encompassed serial numbers from
K260001 to K265000. In the first six months of
1956, the company sold over 5,000 revolvers, an
impressive feat.

At the start of production, the Combat Magnum
was a beautifully blued four-inch barreled six-shot
revolver, chambered in .357 Magnum. It was
always of the “three screw” design, the first of the
K-frames to do away with the fourth screw at the
top of the sideplate. The barrel was screwed into
the frame and pinned in place. The chambers were
recessed for the cartridge rims. The gun featured a
fully adjustable micrometer-click rear sight, and a
ramped Baughman front sight. It was first equipped
with checkered walnut stocks. Nickeled guns were
soon offered as an option. In 1957, S&W assigned
model numbers to their firearms, and the Combat
Magnum was then known as the Model 19. In late
1959, the gun came standard with target-style
fancy Goncalo Alves stocks, either checkered, or
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40 CCLLAASSSSIICC HHAANNDDGGUUNNSS:: TThhee SS&&WW Combat Magnum/Model 19

AA PPeeaaccee 
OOffffiicceerr’’ss 
DDrreeaamm,, 
CCoommee TTrruuee!! 

-- BBiillll JJoorrddaann
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