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Reviewed by Peter Caroline
I recall the first time I heard about a Charter

Arms revolver was back in the 1970s. A good
buddy of mine worked as a pharmacist in a not-
so-wonderful part of Boston. One night, some
creep showed up with a cocked .357 Magnum,
and demanded that the salesclerk on duty hand
over all the narcotic drugs. My friend, Steve, was
compounding prescriptions in the back, when he
noticed what was going on. With his Charter .38
snubnose in hand, he crept below countertop
level until he got close to the robber, then popped
up and nailed him between the eyes with one
shot. The police, who arrived several minutes later,
declared it a justified shooting. 

Some days later, Steve showed me the revolver,
a small, blued steel number with walnut grips.
There was nothing fancy about it, but it obviously
was more than adequate for the situation. 

The Charter Arms brand has been around since
the mid-‘60s, and has changed manufacturing
locations and ownership several times. It has
always been known for compact, utilitarian guns,
with more emphasis on reliability and economy
than on high polish and bells-and-whistles. The
Charter Arms line is now marketed and distributed
by MKS Supply, Inc.

Initially, I had intended to review Charter’s
Undercover Southpaw, a .38 Special snubby with
the cylinder release and loading on the right side.
As a portside-oriented person, I was naturally
attracted to this unique revolver. Before that oppor-
tunity arrived, however, I got an e-mail from MKS’s
marketing guy, Charles Brown, asking if I’d like to
review a brand-new offering – their Patriot in the

recently introduced .327 Federal Magnum caliber.
The lure of trying out a totally new cartridge was
too tempting. Of course, send it right away!

The gun arrived, in a black hard case, with the
obligatory trigger lock, instructions, a fired car-
tridge case, a Lifetime Warranty, a $10 discount
on NRA membership and, best of all, a neat little
Kershaw assisted-opening knife, with “Charter
.327” emblazoned on the side. The knife is an
added bonus with the first 2,000 Patriots shipped. 

The Patriot .327 Magnum is a purposeful-look-
ing revolver in dull stainless finish. It has a 2.2”
barrel with a shrouded ejector rod, a familiar
push-forward cylinder release, comfortable rubber
grips and fixed sights. The front sight seemed a bit
high, but more on that later.

From a ballistic standpoint, the .327 Federal
Magnum is very close to the old .32-20 WCF rifle
loading, or the .30 M-1 Carbine. Velocity of the
.327 is comparable to that of the .357 Magnum.

The first order of business was to locate some
ammo. The .327 Federal Magnum is new to the
market, so it was a safe bet that Wal-Mart would-
n’t carry it. The alternative is .32 H&R Magnum,
which is to .327 Federal Magnum as .44 Special is
to .44 Magnum. Unfortunately, that cartridge was
not available locally, either. A friend was driving
up to Cabela’s in Phoenix, and agreed to pick up a
box of .327 for me. A box of 50 100-grain jacket-
ed soft points came to about 25 bucks, a good
argument for reloading!

At the range, the Patriot didn’t attract much
attention…until I pulled the trigger. Although the
recoil was negligible, there was a very dramatic
bellow (several people said, “What the hell was
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