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By Jerry Ahern, Photos by Sharon Ahern  

As many regular readers will note, I’m not
someone who usually raves about polymer-framed
pistols. A couple of years ago, I got a great deal on
a reconditioned Generation 3 Glock (glock.com)
22 and it wasn’t long before I started accessorizing
the gun and finding myself enjoying shooting it.
Sharon and I recently finished the photography
and writing for The Gun Digest Guide to Con-
cealed Carry Handguns (gundigest.com), which
will be out in the fall of 2010. And, one of the
handguns included there was a Glock 27. I will
freely admit I had never
worked with a Glock 27
or the 9x19mm version,
the Glock 26. I’ve owned
exactly two Glocks over
the years, the first of
these a first generation
Glock 17. It was a good
shooting 9mm, but I was
9mm heavy at the time;
and, a fine young man,
who was a good friend,
was going over to the
Middle East. He was at liberty to take his own
handgun and he just never developed a liking for
the service pistol. I gave him that 9mm Glock 17
and the spare magazines and I hope the Glock
proved of some use to him. I was Glock-less until
getting that .40 S&W Glock 22.

All of the handguns associated with the book
project, to which I just alluded, worked perfectly
well and it’s only human to like this one more
than that one. One of the guns I really liked was
the Glock 27. Not only did I like it, but when I
told Sharon I was
thinking about buy-
ing the gun, she
told me that she
thought I should.
She likes it, too. 

What’s so like-
able about the
Glock 27? Well, for
openers, the Glock
27 will take Glock
22 magazines as
spares, if need be.
Magazine inter-
changeability
between a service
sized pistol and an
extremely concealable pistol is a definite plus,
especially if the pint-sized handgun is a backup
gun. And, “pint-sized” the Glock 27 most definitely
is. Depending on how you measure, the Glock 27,
at a hair over 6-1/4” long, is the same length or
shorter overall than a Walther PP. Height of the
Glock 27 is just under 4-2/10” inches, appreciably
shorter than the PP. The PP I own – a .32 – has an

eight-round magazine, the Glock 27 – a .40 S&W –
has a nine-round magazine and will take those 15-
round spares I mentioned. Ten rounds of .40 S&W
is vastly more potent than nine rounds of .32 ACP.

The Glock’s Tenifer finish slide and barrel, cou-
pled with its polymer frame, makes rust and corro-
sion highly unlikely, to say the least, a fine feature
in a concealed carry gun.

The little Glock 27 feels great in the hand and
one can easily wrap two fingers around the grip.
Easy to rack and pleasant to shoot, the Glock 27 is
one of those concealed weapons with which I just

can’t really find any fault
– except for the fact that
I’ll have to carry it in a
holster and, when it’s not
on-body, I’ll probably
keep it chamber empty
until the gun is to be re-
holstered. I cannot just
carry this gun chamber
loaded and holsterless. 

Am I swearing off my
Detonics .45s, SIG 229s
and old-style Smith &

Wesson revolvers? Of course I’m not! But, in these
potentially dangerous times with the threat of ter-
rorism, the prepared individual needs every possi-
ble weapon-related advantage one can get. In cer-
tain situations, the Glock 27 would be a perfect
choice concealed carry gun. It’s one more fine pis-
tol I’m adding to my modest battery of defensive
weapons. And, if you are like I was – hadn’t tried
the tiniest Glocks – my advice would be that you
should seriously consider doing so. 

Another very small, very concealable weapon
is the “Rooster
Spur,” from Craw-
ford Knives (craw-
fordknives.com).
Sharon and I just
visited the Blade
Show in Atlanta, as
this is written, and
we always make it
a point to see our
long-time friends,
among them Pat
and Wes Crawford,
a father and son
knife making team
of consummate
skill.

For those not familiar with Crawford Knives,
Pat and Wes make beautifully accomplished
fixed blades and folders that the most discerning
knife collector would fall out of his or her socks
for. But, they also make some of the most
uniquely executed concealable defensive knives
to be had. The term “fertile imagination” could
easily have been coined in order to describe their

The Glock 27 sits in the palm of Ahern’s hand.

Left to right: The Crawford Rooster Spur in its neck sheath, 
drawn, fully grasped and ready to fight.
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