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Fairbairn-Sykes commando knife of World War II. A
dagger, the F-S knife had/has a wicked-looking
shape that some felt was a little too skinny in the
handle area, especially as the haft met the guard.
Knives such as this worked quite well, nonetheless,
and this Blackhawk UKSFK
knife owes certain of its design
characteristics to Fairbairn’s
influence, as well as the work of
Colonel Rex Applegate and
modern knife designer Brent
Beshara. The knife is made from
D-2 tool steel, which is an out-
standing material for such a
knife. The blade is perfectly
symmetrical and there is consid-
erable point strength.

Speaking from experience, I
can tell you that this knife really
penetrates. Does it ever! It pene-
trated the palm of my hand to a
depth of about 1/4”. Even those
of us who use knives quite a lot
can make a stupid mistake. I did! I had a great deal
of respect for this knife from the moment Sharon
and I saw it at the 2009 SHOT Show. After sticking
myself with it, I have even more respect for it.

The knife has a full tang that is 1/4” thick and
the double quillon cross guard is integral. This is a
one-piece knife with textured G-10 handle scales
secured at three locations. There are not wide rang-
ing variations offered on this knife. The UKSFK knife
is plain edge only, which makes it ideal for use as a
fighting dagger. It is offered in black epoxy powder
coat or a brushed satin finish. A reminder is in order
here. Since this knife is not stainless, you will peri-
odically have to oil the steel or
treat it with silicon.

Blade length is just under 6-
1/4”, while length overall is just a
little more than 11-1/4”. In its
black injection-molded sheath,
the knife weighs 13 oz on the
Ahern family’s semi-antique
postage scale. The sheath itself
features an integral lock that is
nudged with the trigger finger as
one draws the knife from the
sheath. Normal re-sheathing sets
the integral lock.

This is a fighting dagger made
for modern military close-quarters
battle. I will say that in all my years
of writing about knives, this is
probably the finest production
example of this type knife I’ve ever
seen. If I were going into battle – and with all the
problems in today’s world, none of us can be certain
that we will not – I would not fail to take the Black-
hawk UKSFK along. It is very serious equipment.

Hopefully, however, we can spend our time in
the out of doors in more pleasant pursuits than

close quarters battle; but, whatever the situation,
the Survivor Dry Boxes from MTM Case-Gard
(mtmcase-gard.com) are extremely practical as
well as versatile. They are empty molded boxes
which latch shut with three hinged lockdowns.

They employ an O-ring seal for
superior water resistance and
they are dust-proof. If one wish-
es, the boxes can be padlocked,
holes provided, or a lanyard or
shoulder strap can be added,
holes provided for these attach-
ments as well.

The idea with the MTM Sur-
vivor Dry Boxes is that you can
put whatever you need to in the
box, toss it in a pack or gear bag
and not worry about it. An indi-
vidual might wish to get some
foam rubber and cut out a nest
for a specific item of equipment,
or one can merely pack the box
with whatever one needs and

stuff a T-shirt or something into the box in order to
prevent whatever’s inside from rattling around.

These are very practical accessories for anyone
who goes into the field, and really handy for tak-
ing along in a vehicle, RV, boat or aircraft. Why
the word “Survivor” on these MTM boxes? Two of
the reasons may be that inset to the lid of each
box is a small compass and, on the underside of
the box, there is a patch of reflective material that
can be used as a signal mirror.

The boxes come in orange or forest green. There
are two sizes, as well; the only difference between
them their depth. Both boxes are 10” by 7”, but one

version is 3” deep, the other 5”
deep. Carry your lunch or survival
necessities in the Survivor Dry
Boxes. The potential for practical
use is considerable. And, MTM is a
company to be relied upon. Many
of us have used MTM Molded
Products ammunition cases and
boxes. They’re terrific and come in
almost any size you could ask for,
from six cartridges that you might
drop in a pocket for refreshing your
revolver to boxes in which you can
store 50 or 100 rounds.

Good gear can make a big dif-
ference, no matter what you do,
and whether that gear is a Butler
Creek folding stock, a ProMag
magazine, a Blackhawk Products
UKSFK knife or the Survivor Dry

Boxes from MTM, you won’t go wrong with your
choice. Portability in a high capacity survival rifle
or cases for food and gear – they are all important,
as important as a stout blade with which to fight, if
needed. It is the wise man or woman who prepares
for as many contingencies as possible.

r the best, prepare for the worst

The Blackhawk UKSFK 
shown with its sheath. 

The green box is the larger 
of the two MTM 
boxes, the 
orange one 
the smaller 
one. Note 
the reflective 
panel on the 
underside of 
the orange 
box and 
the com-
pass on 
the top 
of the 
green 
box.
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