
By Peter Caroline
In a perfect world, there would be a 10-shot

.45 ACP pistol that weighed no more than 10
ounces and could be concealed easily in a swim-
suit pocket. Of course, in a perfect world, there
would be no need for such a pistol. Oh well. 

In the real world, we have to make choices
between what we’d ideally like to carry and
what we can comfortably conceal and carry
24/7, and yet feel confident with. Thanks to
some excellent
modern defense
loads, that job
can be delegat-
ed to the vener-
able .380 ACP.
This cartridge,
originally
known as the
9mm Browning
Short or 9mm
Kurz, designed
by John Moses
Browning, has
been around
since 1912. It
has been cham-
bered in a wide
variety of pistols
bearing the
Browning, Colt, Remington, Savage, Beretta and
Walther logos, to name but a few. 

Today, there are a number of excellent choic-
es in that caliber. Kel-Tec, North American Arms
and Seecamp have traditionally been the choice
of those wanting a truly pocket-size .380. And
now, there’s another name – a very impressive
name – on that list…Ruger. 

It was at the 2008 SHOT Show that I first saw
the Ruger LCP (Lightweight Compact Pistol) .380.
I had to stand in line to actually get my hands on
it…there was quite a crowd waiting to fondle the
new baby. And the Ruger folks were delighted to
tell me that their first year’s production of LCP
pistols had already been sold out! Not to worry;
production schedules have a way of being adjust-
ed to meet demand. If you aren’t obsessed with
being the first kid on the block to have the newest
product, there will be a Ruger LCP available. 

At first glance, the LCP looks very much like
the Kel-Tec P-3AT, and in both dimensions and
weight, is quite similar. Unlike most other pocket
pistols I’ve encountered, the LCP is equipped
with a manual control to hold the slide open, a
very nice feature when you want to check the sta-
tus of the chamber. There is no manual safety; the
act of pulling the eight-pound d.a. trigger back
about a half-inch serves to prevent unintended

discharges. Loaded with six-plus-one rounds of
Federal jacketed hollowpoints, the LCP weighs in
at 11.9 ounces. Dropped into a trouser or vest
pocket, it will not be noticeable, either by weight
or appearance. My first impression of the LCP
was that it was incredibly slim. The exact width
measurement is .82”, but it looked and felt even
smaller, possibly because of the nicely placed
thumb grooves on the upper part of the grip.

Shooting the LCP was a pleasure. Sub-com-
pact .380s have
been known to
bite. This one
doesn’t. The
recoil is notice-
able, but not
painful. The trig-
ger pull is quite
manageable.
And despite the
minimal sights,
the LCP is capa-
ble of impres-
sively small off-
hand groups at
10 yards, an
appropriate dis-
tance for a pistol
designed for
conversational

ranges. I did find the fixed sights to be a bit defi-
cient – not quite enough daylight showing on
both sides of the front sight. This probably could
be corrected with a small file, but for a pocket
pistol intended for use up close and personal, this
is probably too small a nit to pick. 

After shooting, disassembly for clean-up is
simple. Remove the magazine and clear the
chamber. Then pull the slide back about 1/8-inch
and pry the takedown pin out with a small screw-
driver. When the takedown pin is removed, the
slide assembly can be moved forward off the grip
frame. You can then compress the recoil spring
slightly and remove it, and remove the barrel
from the slide by pushing the barrel forward a bit,
and then down and back. It’s all quite easy and
painless and pretty much instinctive.

The Ruger LCP comes with a small padded
pistol rug, a padlock that weighs as much as the
gun, a very detailed instruction manual and a
$10-off certificate towards an NRA membership.

As we have been told on many an occasion,
the first rule of gunfighting is, have a gun. Better
still, have a gun and a backup. At a very reason-
able MSRP of $330, the new Ruger LCP .380 can
play either role exceedingly well. 
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