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By Peter Caroline
I always look forward to the SHOT Show, dis-

covering new products, meeting new people and
getting together with old friends. I particularly
enjoy the Show when it’s in Las Vegas; it’s a pleas-
ant drive from my home, and I don’t have to put
up with airport hassles. This year, the Show was
held at a different convention center, possibly the
most disorienting location since the classic Cretan
maze, but it was still a great success in terms of
exhibitors and total attendance, perhaps more
than 58,000.

Taurus (TaurusUSA.com)
is always an unfailing
source of “Gotta Have”
new toys. This year, they
featured more Judges than
the Supreme Court. In
addition to your basic blue
and stainless 2.5” and 3”
chambered Judges, there
are now the small-frame
Public Defender Judges,
including an Ultra-Lite®
alloy version and several
polymer versions. For those

into really loud noise, there’s the Raging Judge
Magnum in .454 Casull/3” .410. Long gun fans
can check out the Circuit Judge carbine with an
18-1/2” barrel and shielded barrel/cylinder gap.
For something in a more pocketable size, Taurus
offers the new Protector Polymer revolver in .38
Special +P, a lightweight five-shot with a fully
shrouded hammer. Taurus’ 10.2-ounce .380 738
TCP comes with its own black Cordura case that
clips on your belt and looks like it contains a
cellphone or Blackberry.

Ithaca Gun Company (ithacagun.com), known
for their incomparable Model 37 pump shotgun,
has brought back their G.I. 1911A1 after a hiatus
of 65 years. Although their standard model is close
to the G.I. original, it appears to be built to toler-
ances far more precise. Every service .45 that I
was ever issued rattled when shook. Not this baby.
The new Ithaca 1911A1 is built more like one
you’d get from a custom pistolsmith…and priced
commensurately.  

At the Glock
(glock.com) booth, I
spotted a poster pre-
viewing its “Next
Generation of Per-
fection,” an evolu-
tionary series featur-
ing interchangeable
backstraps, a
reversible and
enlarged magazine
catch, dual recoil
spring assembly and
“Gen4” Rough Tex-
tured Frame. I also noticed that Glock is now cata-
loging .380 pistols in two sizes, joining the crowd.
Someday, we might find some ammo. 

Para USA (para-usa.com), who is now doing its
manufacturing right here in the U.S.A., was show-
ing off its Tactical Target Rifle™ (TTR) lineup,
which features a Delayed Impingement Gas Sys-
tem (DIGS – if you’re doing MilSpec, the more
acronyms, the better). The beauty of this system is,
it runs clean, reduces felt recoil, and is operational
even with the stock folded. 

Cylinder& Slide (cylinder-slide.com) of Fre-
mont, Nebraska, is known for its truly excellent
custom work. This year they displayed two exam-
ples of a totally tempting .45 ACP hammerless, a
marriage of the classic 1911 with the 1903 Pocket
Model. Pricey, but irresistible.
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