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Ask most gun-school instructors, and they’ll tell

you that the best way to carry a gun is in a good
belt holster worn on your strong side. This requires
a covering garment of some kind, but the strong-
side holster offers the fastest and least complicated
way to draw a gun and bring it onto target.

Some gun-carrying citizens, however, can’t
always follow this particular suggestion. Whether
it’s due to fashion dictates, medical necessity, or
other personal circumstances, there’s a
significant market for gun holsters that
can be carried and worn without any
covering garment, and that conceal the
weapon completely while still allowing
reasonably fast access to it in an emer-
gency. The “tactical” acronym for this
kind of carry method is CIPS, which
stands for “concealed in plain sight.”

There’s a wide variety of CIPS holster
systems on the market, from the “tuck-
able” belt holster to
the bellyband, the
fake day planner
with built-in gun
compartment, and
the ubiquitous fanny
pack. All of those
holsters enable a
gun-carrying indi-
vidual to wear a
firearm without the
need for further con-
cealment, and they
all have their
respective strengths
and weaknesses.
None of them, how-
ever, offer the same flexibility, ease of use, and
speed of access as The Wilderness’ Safepacker.

The Safepacker [see page 28] is a padded gun
carrier that looks like a map case or generic belt
pouch at first glance. It’s not one of those gigantic,
bulky fanny packs that allow the user to carry a wal-
let, a set of keys, a pack of gum, a sandwich, and a
small box of tools in addition to the gun. The interior
space of the Safepacker is taken up entirely by the
storage compartment for the gun. The weapon is car-
ried in the vertical orientation, muzzle down, just
like in a normal belt holster. The case is square, not
gun-shaped, and made of generic black nylon. The
padding of the Safepacker is substantial, and serves
both to protect the weapon from bumps and
scratches, and to break up the outline of the gun.

Like the fanny pack, the Safepacker can be car-
ried on the waist. Like the fanny pack, the
Safepacker covers the weapon entirely, and can
therefore be worn in plain sight, without the need
for jackets or untucked shirts. (In fact, it is best

used in that fashion, as its considerable bulk
makes it not only hard to conceal, but also much
slower to deploy and use properly when it is cov-
ered by a jacket.) Using the Safepacker just like a
fanny pack, however, would negate its much
greater flexibility and versatility. You can put the
Safepacker on your belt, just like a strong-side or
crossdraw holster, or you can wear it in front of
you like a fanny pack – but you can also carry it
like a clutch bag, or wear it over your shoulder

with the optional
carry strap, and it
will not look out of
place. You can
thread the belt loop
through the seatbelt
of a car and use the
Safepacker as a
driving holster, or
you can attach it to
your backpack to
turn it into an
inconspicuous hik-
ing and field holster.

One of the
biggest strengths of
the Safepacker is its

perfectly generic appearance. The
fanny pack is a dead giveaway to some
people that the person wearing the
pack is armed – especially when
there’s a pull cord dangling from one
corner of the pack, and the owner still
carries cell phone and wallet in a
pocket, or wears the fanny pack with
decidedly inappropriate clothing
(which is anything more formal than
shorts or jeans and a t-shirt.) The

Safepacker, in contrast, looks like a generic nylon
case that may hold anything from electronics to
maps, or wallet and checkbook, and its flexibility
enables the user to make it blend reasonably well
with most dress options.

Despite its generic and un-“gunlike” looks, how-
ever, the Safepacker is purposely designed for fast
access to the weapon within, and it allows for a
drawing speed that leaves any fanny pack in the dust.
No fanny pack yet designed can match the rapid
presentation speed possible with the Safepacker.

The Safepacker has a large compartment for the
gun (it comes in various sizes to provide a suitable
fit for just about all popular defensive gun choic-
es), and a sewn-in separator at the bottom of the
main compartment keeps the gun oriented in the
upright position. It also offers a bit of space for a
spare magazine or reloader in the area under the
grip of the weapon. The gun is fully enclosed by
the case, but the front edge of the Safepacker’s
main compartment is closed with a hook-and-loop
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