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The Fighting Knife and
the Push Dagger were

built for British troops to
use in World War I

trench warfare. Each is
shown with its usual
sheath. The Fighting
Knife incorporates a

knuckle-duster style hilt,
affording added versatili-

ty in close-in trench
combat. The Push Dag-

ger’s double-edged blade
would be deadly when
used properly in a fight.

By Jerry Ahern, Photos by Sharon Ahern
It may not have been “the war to end all wars,”

but it was a conflict unlike anything before or since,
World War I pitting opposing armies barely any dis-
tance at all apart, separated by “no-man’s land,”
attacking each other in the trenches in which they
lived, ate, slept and often died. Trench warfare was
close range, bloody and insanely violent. In order
to equip the British Tommy for close-range fighting
with edged weapons, the firm of Robbins & Dudley
manufactured for private purchase a variety of
deadly models, two of the most popular recently
reproduced by Atlanta Cutlery Corporation
(www.atlantacutlery.com). One is simply called the
“Fighting Knife,” the other the “Push Dagger.”

The Fighting Knife is a type of edged weapon
most of us have seen. The hilt is aluminum and is
designed for use as a knuckle duster while the
double-edged, 6” blade was designed for stabbing.
The knife was designed to be held clenched point
downward in the fist. This allowed someone in the
close confines of a trench filled with muddy, blood
tainted waters to strike at an opponent in the face
with the knuckles and even if one missed, the
double-edged blade might catch him. But, for the
actual blade work, the Fighting Knife was to be
used with a powerful, down stroking, stabbing
motion. The Fighting Knife features an extremely
sharp blade made from high carbon steel.

The Push Dagger was specifically designed for
persons who might be unfamiliar with any type of
hand-to-hand combat and was intended to be
held with the first finger above the knife blade and
the remaining three fingers in the knuckle-duster
type guard. Use of the Push Dagger was likely to
be at extremely close range and quite possibly
from behind. 

For men largely unskilled in life taking, who
had to master “the art” in a hurry, the Fighting
Knife and The Push Dagger were outstanding
pieces of equipment. Both knives come standard
with leather sheaths that incorporate a brass stud
secured safety strap that will keep the weapon in
place until it is needed. Neither knife is designed
for concealed carry use.

I’ve always found push daggers – or, “push
knives,” as they are more commonly called these

days – to be the “sleeper” close range weapon. If
the weapon is held properly and, preferably, if
one has one push knife for each fist, a person
can take on a considerably more formidable
opponent and triumph. 

One of my all time favorite knives, albeit not
particularly made for combat, is also associated
with World War I. The originals are sought after
collector’s pieces. I’m talking about the World War
I era Bolo Machete, which was a staple of US mili-
tary forces during World War I, as before and after.
The Bolo reproduction in question also comes
from Atlanta Cutlery and is made by their parent
company, Windlass Steelcrafts (www.windlass.
com) of India. It is an impossibly practical knife
for today’s military personnel or outdoorsmen.

With a 10-1/8” blade and, at the belly, nearly
2” wide, this 3/16” thick knife has a full length,
full width, full thickness tang, which even incor-
porates the pommel or butt cap. The double quil-
lion guard measures 4-5/8” wide. This essentially
perfect copy of the original even features the
appropriate markings with the typeface perfectly
reproduced. On the left side of the blade just for-
ward of the guard in three separate lines you will
find “PLUMB/STLOUIS/1918”. On the right side of
the blade you will find “U.S.MOD/1917 C.T.” in
two lines. This is just like the originals, which were
used for clearing brush, for cutting out fields of fire
and as a weapon in close combat. The screw-on
wooden handle scales are rough textured and look
just like the originals, as well. I owned one of the
originals, which I sold to a collector and always
regretted doing. This reproduction, made by Wind-
lass and sold by Atlanta Cutlery, is authentic right
down to the leather tipped, hard sheath and the
old-style brass pistol belt hangers. This is a truly
functional piece of memorabilia.

Caught up as we are in the warfare following
the 9/11 attacks, it’s quite easy to push the horrific
fighting of World War I off into a chapter in a his-
tory book. But, seeing, holding and understanding
how weapons used only in close-range, life and
death, man-to-man struggles were actually
employed in World War I can give one at least
some understanding of the terror the fighters lived
with every day in the trenches.
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