
By John Marshall
This iconic rifle is the de facto standard counter-

sniper weapon in police armories around the
nation, and has served in the hunting fields for well
over four decades as an accurate and reliable
game-getter. The U.S. military has used it as a
sniper weapon with great effectiveness. Its simplici-
ty, ruggedness, accuracy and ease of maintenance
have easily qualified the Remington Model 700
rifle as a modern-day classic.

Introduced in 1962, the Model 700 was an
outgrowth of the earlier and very accurate Rem-
ington Models 721 and 722 rifles, which had
been around in the early post-World War II years.
The new Model 700 was designed to take advan-
tage of modern production techniques and had
features considered quite revolutionary for the
time. Cosmetically, it was much more graceful
than its predecessors. Other manufacturers have
since adopted some of the principles pioneered
with this rifle, but none have had such continued
commercial success.

Although the bolt is essentially a Mauser-
inspired design with dual front locking lugs and a
helical cocking cam at the rear, it departs from the
traditional model in important ways. It uses a
spring clip extractor that is fully enclosed in the
recessed bolt face. This is a “push feed” design in
which the extractor snaps into the extraction
groove of the cartridge when the round is almost
fully chambered and locked. In the original Mauser
design, the large external non-rotating extractor
grasps the rim of the cartridge as it comes out of
the magazine. The advantage of the Remington sys-
tem lies in its strength. The counterbore within the
bolt face enables the head of the cartridge to be
enclosed by three rings of steel – the bolt face, the
barrel, and the receiver. Remington touted this fact
in its early advertisements for the Model 700. The
ejector mimics that used on the Garand rifle. It’s a
plunger-type, also fully contained within the bolt

face; there is no weakening slot for a fixed ejector
in one of the locking lugs. The bolt handle is a sep-
arate cast part and is brazed onto the bolt body, as
is the head portion incorporating the bolt face and
lugs. The last four digits of the serial number are
marked on the bolt to ensure a proper match with
the receiver. The bolt is released with an unobtru-
sive small rectangular pushbutton located on the
inside top of the trigger guard.

The receiver is round in cross-section. This
enables easier machining and simplifies proper
bedding. Instead of an integral recoil lug on the
receiver, there is a barrel bracket between the rear
of the barrel and the receiver that protrudes down-
ward into the stock. The magazine is essentially the
Mauser design, which staggers the cartridges in a
double column, but it has a separate sheet metal
box between the floorplate and receiver. This
stamped metal part also helps to simplify manufac-
ture and assembly, and it easily allows for differing
cartridge dimensions. Capacity ranges from three
to five rounds, depending on the cartridge. 

The trigger mechanism is fully adjustable for
weight of pull and overtravel, and is considered by
many as one of the best to be found on a bolt-
action rifle. Although the factory has seen fit in
recent years to seal the adjustment screws with
epoxy in order to protect Remington from liability
for maladjustment, the epoxy can be removed. It’s
recommended that only a qualified gunsmith make
any further fine adjustments. There is a manual
safety that lies along the right side of the receiver
tang; it is pushed forward to fire and to the rear to
place on safe. It does not interfere with low scope
mounting. Original production safeties locked the
bolt closed when engaged, but more recent manu-
facture allows the manipulation of the bolt in the
safe mode. Early safeties can be modified to work
like the more modern versions.

Sporting versions of the Model 700 have been
traditionally offered in two grades. The ADL ver-
sion has a “blind” magazine (no floorplate) and a
plain-Jane stock. The BDL grade has a floorplate
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