
Reviewed by Peter Caroline
“Hello, my name is Peter, and I’m a hoplo-

holic.” Oscar Wilde once wrote, “I can resist any-
thing but temptation.” I wholeheartedly agree and
sympathize. I collect and shoot guns, and I review
them for The Blue Press. This is a dangerous pas-
time, somewhat akin to a 400-pound diabetic with
gout volunteering to write restaurant reviews. But
someone has to do it, and I accept my fate. 

As anyone who subscribes to one or several
firearms periodicals knows, .380 ACP pocket
pistols have become incredibly popular in recent
years. And for a number of good reasons. More
and more states have (excuse the expression) lib-
eralized their concealed carry laws; more and
more ordinary citizens have taken responsibility
for their own safety; and ammunition manufac-
turers have developed far more efficient loads
and projectiles for this small, early-1900s car-
tridge. And there you have a wide choice of new
.380 handguns from the firearms manufacturers,
with prices for every budget. Agreed, the .380
ACP does not have the stopping power of a .45
ACP or .44 Magnum, but it can be carried con-
cealed under far more circumstances. And let’s

face it, you don’t get to choose the time or place
that you’ll really need a gun. 

Here in the desert southwest, where shorts and
a short-sleeved shirt are appropriate most of the
year, a .380 pocket pistol has been my everyday
carry gun for many years. I’ve carried an old
Bayard, a Seecamp and, more recently, a Ruger
LCP and a Kahr P380. A couple of SHOT Shows
ago, I saw SIG’s new P238, and it reminded me of
an opportunity I had somehow missed. Back in the
1990s, I wrote ads, catalogs and press releases for
Colt. At that time, they offered a neat little 1911
“Mini-Me” in .380, aka the Mustang. I could have
picked one up at a good discount, but I didn’t. I
lived in New England back then, and wore
enough clothes to handily conceal a .45. The new
SIG P238 was the Mustang redux, but brilliantly
executed. I put in my request for a Test & Evalua-
tion sample and waited. And waited. It was
explained to me that they couldn’t make P238s
fast enough to fill the demand. I repeated my
request at the 2010 SHOT Show. And after several
months wait, my (im)patience was rewarded. It
was worth the wait. The model I received had an
alloy frame, a stainless steel slide with a unique
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