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topped walnut display case with red lining will be
available. Another less expensive version is a 1911
replica in blue with rollmarks relative to the histo-
ry of the model 1911. The production will be lim-
ited to orders placed by November 30th, 2011.

Caspian Arms also had a 1911 replica that is a
dead ringer for the original pistol, right down to
the original patent dates stamped on the slide. The
rich blued finished is complemented by the tradi-
tional “double diamond” style walnut grips.

Walking by the Brownell’s exhibit, I was struck
by a special cutaway stainless 1911 that lets you
view most, if not all, of the
pistol’s internal parts. It’s
easy to see how John
Moses had everything
interact, and you can really
appreciate his genius in the
design. The Brownell’s cat-
alog of neat stuff for gun-
smiths and hobbyists is
next only to the old Sears
catalog for musing, and
you’ll probably be tempted
to splurge on one or more
of its products. They’ve
been a resource for me for
many, many years.

STI International also had a brace of 1911
commemoratives. They featured a cased set of
two, one each in blue steel and stainless. Only
500 of these sets will be produced, and they
should appeal to any fan of the old, reliable .45.

Forty-five ammo is not as cheap as it used to
be, and so Tactical Solutions, located in Boise,
Idaho, has come up with
some innovative and
attractive .22 caliber con-
version units for the
1911. They also make
some terrific lightweight
uppers for Ruger .22 pis-
tols. I have one of these,
and it’s become one of
my favorite .22 pistols.

Smith & Wesson had a
really big display area.
Jerry Miculek, Julie Golob
and Doug Koenig were
on hand there as famed competitors who use
Smith & Wesson products. S&W’s answer to the
Taurus “Judge” revolver is their new “Governor”
revolver. It accepts .45 Colt, .410 shotshells, and
even .45 ACP (in moon clips) interchangeably.
Smith has also come out with the M&P 22,
designed as a companion .22-caliber trainer for
the M&P 9mm and 40 S&W versions. This one
has a thumb safety. They also had a very interest-
ing display of Smith & Wesson firearms that have

been used by various actors in the movies. As a
S&W collector, I found these guns fascinating.

Sturm, Ruger & Company has introduced their
new slim and compact LC9 semiauto pistol,
designed for legal concealed carry. It’s chambered
in 9mm and has a very smooth double-action trig-
ger pull. I can’t speak for its felt recoil, but it’s very
light and concealable. By the way, I asked the
Ruger reps about the rumor that the company will
introduce a 1911 pistol, possibly this year. They
just smiled and said they “could neither confirm
nor deny” that rumor. Oh well.

I was delighted to see
legendary holster maker
John Bianchi at the show;
he was at the Blue Book of
Gun Values booth. His
likeness is on the current
issue’s cover. John has an
extensive background in
law enforcement as well as
leathersmithing. He’s a
great guy, as well. Another
celebrity drawing a large
crowd was actor and for-
mer Marine drill instructor
R. Lee Ermey. “Gunny” has

had a large following ever since the release of the
movie “Full Metal Jacket.”

We were exhausted after a day of cruising as
many booths as we could on the first day, and the
second day was grueling as well. I wish there were
room enough and time enough to fill you in on all
we saw, but the space allocated here makes that
impossible. I do hope these highlights will give

you a taste of the scope of
this show as I saw it. How-
ever, I do have a few
observations.

The caliber and intel-
ligence of the people in
the firearms business was
quite impressive. To a
man and woman, they
were all knowledgeable
about their products, and
also on a much wider
range of subjects. There
were no “gun store com-

mandos” here. All were professional, polite and
competent in their fields. In spite of the recent
tragedy in Tucson which might (to some) give
the gun industry a black eye, these folks were
good and proud representatives of the firearms
industry and the right to keep and bear arms.
All are proud of what they do and proud to
uphold the tradition of gun ownership in this
great country.  May that tradition continue to
flourish in the future.

This special commemorative Colt will be donated to
the NRA Foundation.

A cased set of 100-year commemorative STI 1911s.
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