
A Gun Crank at the SHOT Show!48

By John Marshall
I’ve been to some really big gun shows in the

past, and attended some huge conventions includ-
ing the annual NRA meetings, but let me tell you,
if you haven’t been to the annual Shooting, Hunt-
ing and Outdoor Trades show, you haven’t seen
BIG! Open only to firearms and outdoors profes-
sional people, this annual show is the place to see
new and interesting products.

This was to be my first visit to a SHOT Show,
and when Dillon offered me the opportunity to
attend and report on what I would see, I jumped
at the chance. Along
with Gary Gillespie,
long-time friend and
fellow gun crank, we
drove the 290-mile
journey from Phoenix
to Las Vegas, the scene
of the 2011 show. Gary
was to be an immense
help lugging around my
photography gear and
the tons of literature we
would accumulate. We
particularly enjoyed
crossing over the spectacular new Hoover Dam
bypass bridge that now spans the Colorado River
gorge just south of the dam. Not only does the
bridge provide for increased security for the dam
(over which one used to have to drive between
Arizona and Nevada), it’s also an incredible engi-
neering marvel allowing much faster transit
between the two states.

Nearly every hotel in Vegas within miles of the
Sands Convention Center
was sold out, since there
were to be over 55,000
attendees – all representa-
tives of firearms and
firearms-related companies.
Gary, our wives and myself
had booked ahead at the
Circus Circus hotel, about a
mile from the convention
center. Vegas is of course an
attraction in itself. On arrival
Monday, January 17th, we
decided to treat ourselves to
dinner at the top of the near-
by Stratosphere tower. This
affords a spectacular view of
Las Vegas at night, and the
food was excellent. The restaurant rotates, giving
patrons a 360-degree view of the surrounding city.
If you’ve never been, I’d recommend it as a “must
see” for any Vegas visitor.

The next morning after breakfast at the hotel,
we took the shuttle (provided free of charge by the

SHOT Show organizers) to the site of the show.
The Sands Convention Center takes up what I’d
estimate to be more than a city block of real estate,
and it has two levels, along with many restaurants
and the Sands hotel, which is integral with the
center. Well, beneath my sophisticated veneer
beats the heart of a country boy, so I was immedi-
ately swamped by the enormity of the show, and
(momentarily!) confused by the flow of thousands
of arriving people. We managed to get ID holders
and neck lanyards for our passes, and then joined
the flow into the bottom level. This level was divid-

ed into two large sec-
tions, one of which was
devoted to law enforce-
ment products, and the
other to more general
stuff. We chose the gen-
eral stuff, and decided
to visit the Dillon Preci-
sion booth first. Booth
3014 required a map,
literally, to find. We set
off in the proper direc-
tion, and soon saw the
blue presses for which

Dillon is famous. It was good to see some familiar
faces in the huge crowd. I was pleased while there
to hear many laudatory comments from customers
who visited and wanted to talk about their experi-
ence with Dillon products and our top-notch cus-
tomer service.

But it was then time to move on to the rest of
the floor. Good thing we all had our walking shoes
on. I estimated that to walk up and down all the

aisles and see each and
every exhibit would proba-
bly take two days, and that’s
what I allocated.

The year 2011 is the 100-
year anniversary of John
Browning’s immortal Model
1911 pistol, and so I antici-
pated that this pistol would
be displayed and hawked by
innumerable firms. In this I
was not disappointed. One
of my first stops was at the
Colt display, where I saw
some really beautiful guns.
One that caught my eye was
a special 100-year commem-
orative that will be donated

to the NRA Foundation. That’s a one of a kind pis-
tol. However, they will also make 750 units of a
special Anniversary Model, and samples were dis-
played. It’s in a highly polished “royal blue” finish
with scroll engraving and decorated with historic
Colt scenes highlighted in 22-karat gold. A glass-

Caspian Arms had a nice replica of the original 1911 pistol.

Colt is celebrating the 100-year anniversary 
of the 1911 with this commemorative model.

It will be limited to 750 units.
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