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Reviewed by Peter Caroline
Good friends can disagree and still be friends.

Several years ago, when I introduced the then-new
Judge .45/.410 revolver to our shooting circle, one
of my good buddies declared, “That’s a really
dumb idea. If you can shoot someone with a .45
Colt, why bother annoying them with a .410? I
believe my answer at the time was something like,
“For the entertainment value!” Smart-ass remarks
notwithstanding, the Judge, in its various configu-
rations, has been a best-seller for Taurus, and has
even spurred the introduction of a number of
defensive handgun loads
for the .410 shotshell. Go
figure. I suppose, at one
point someone might well
have asked, “Why would
anyone want a telephone
that takes pictures?”

Today, Taurus has more
Judges than the Supreme
Court. Both blued and
stainless, 2-1/2” and 3”
chambers, full-size and
compact, polymer-framed,
and even a couple that
chamber .454 Casull. But wait, as they say on TV,
there’s more! Now there’s a Judge with a shoulder
stock and an 18-1/2” barrel…the new Circuit
Judge carbine. 

Granted, this new configuration may not be as
handy in close quarters as its handgun brethren,
but it opens up a whole new venue – the great
outdoors – to .45 Colt/.410 aficionados. With .45
Colt ammo, the Circuit Judge is quite adequate for
game up to boar, javelina and whitetails. With
.410 shotshells, it’s a natural for dove, quail and
pheasant. And with the new personal-defense

loads, such as Winchester’s PDX1, it’s a reassuring
companion while camping. 

Like its handgun counterparts, this new Judge
has a five-shot cylinder, which will accommodate
3” shotshells. It weighs just a bit less than five
pounds, and the Monte Carlo stock is very com-
fortable and points instinctively. There’s even a
cushioned buttpad to further soften the minimal
recoil of the .45 and .410 loads. 

Unlike the Judge handguns, the Circuit Judge
carbine comes with two screw-in “choke tubes,”
one for .410 gauge, and the other for .45 Colt. The

.410 choke is straight
rifled to counteract the
effect of the barrel’s shal-
low rifling and restrict the
spread of shot; the .45
Colt insert is not an actual
choke but a smoothbore
thread protector sleeve. 

Being a considerate
sort, I e-mailed my Judge-
averse shooting buddy sev-
eral days prior to our
range date, so he would
have some time to proper-

ly hone any snide remarks or detracting com-
ments. I did have one small reservation of my
own. Historically, revolving rifles and shotguns
have suffered from one glaring fault: burning pow-
der gasses and crud had a tendency to strike the
hand or forearm held ahead of the cylinder. Taurus
has solved this problem with a pair of frame-
mounted gas deflector shields. Would they work? I
guess I’d find out.

I went to the range and proceeded to put the
Circuit Judge to the test. I set up a target at 20
yards and, with elbows on the bench, fired five
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