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1911–Here’s to the Next 100 Years!
malfunctioned, not even with the broken spring.
He replaced the spring and firing resumed, but
the gun wasn’t cleaned. At somewhere between
30,000 and 31,000 rounds, the second of the
dual recoil springs broke and the firing pin spring
broke. The gun kept firing anyway. The second
recoil spring was replaced. The broken firing pin
spring was not discovered until the weapon was
stripped for detailed examination after the test
had concluded.

Before the test had begun, the master gunsmith
fired a full magazine into a
one-hole group at 21 feet or
so. After the test – again, no
cleaning – he fired another
one-hole group. 

The gun was put away
dirty. About a year later and
still without a cleaning, the
gun was taken out and fired
another 50 rounds or so. The
last I saw it before the Geor-
gia facility closed, the
weapon still hadn’t been
cleaned. A private collector
owns the actual pistol these
days – not me.

Although praise is certainly
due that marvelous Model 9-
11-01 – aside from being dirty, the gun seemed
otherwise unaffected – what transpired with that
shooting test was proof positive why The Armed
Forces of The United States
made a supremely intelligent
decision 100 years ago, in
March of 1911. In June of 1926,
with minor modifications, the
pistol was designated the Model
1911A1 and remained the serv-
ice weapon until the selection of
the 9x19mm Beretta in 1985.
But, after 100 years, 1911s are
still in service with some top-
flight military units, as well as
SWAT and tactical teams in law
enforcement. The 1911 is still
the competition pistol of choice
for combat shooters and contin-
ues to grow in popularity among
ordinary shooters who want reli-
ability, knock down power and
don’t mind a pistol that can
weigh almost three pounds with
eight rounds loaded and is more
or less eight inches long and five inches high. 

All manner of variations on the basic 1911 pis-
tol are available, barrel lengths ranging from as
short as three inches to well over the standard five
inches in long-slide versions. There are probably
more aftermarket accessories for the 1911 than for
any other weapon in the world, certainly any

other handgun. A veritable legion of world-class
manufacturers offers 1911 pistols – and the num-
ber seems to be growing. Prices range from as lit-
tle as less than $450 to guns selling into the thou-
sands. Real-life heroes like Sergeant Alvin York
and a small army of good guys in literature, films
and television have used a wide range of 1911s,
our character “John Rourke” in “The Survivalist”
with his CombatMasters one of them.

“Ray guns” notwithstanding, if human kind is
still around in 2111 and enemies need to be dealt

with, it’s a safe bet 1911s will
be in service.

As this is written on the
first day of 2011, Christmas
just past, I’ve got a number of
DVDs that I received that still
need viewing. Sharon really
had to work at it to find some
of my favorite old films, one
of which is “The Heroes of
Telemark,” starring Kirk Dou-
glas, Richard Harris and Ulla
Jacobsson. Sharon and I saw
this 1965 film at the movies
and I’ve liked it ever since.
It’s based – with considerable
accuracy – on the efforts of
the Allies and Norwegian

Resistance fighters to sabotage the Nazi heavy
water project at Telemark, a project that, had it
not been targeted, might have given Hitler the

atomic bomb and changed the
world forever.

An exciting film, there are
some interesting facts about it.
During a ski chase scene, the
man doubling the traitor who is
pursuing Kirk Douglas is one of
the real-life Norwegian Resis-
tance heroes. “The Heroes of
Telemark” is an exciting, well-
mounted film with a cast of
superb performers that serves as
a paean to a real band of
heroes, without whose efforts
our world might have been trag-
ically different than it is today. If
you haven’t seen this movie, it
may be tough to find; but, when
you find it, you’ll agree. Finding
“The Heroes of Telemark” is
worth the effort.

Be coached by Jerry Ahern on How 
to Spot and Carry Concealed Weapons! 

Receive FOUR 1-hour DVDs filled with tutorials, shooting
demonstrations and over 30 years worth of Jerry’s experience in
the industry. PLUS receive a FREE FIFTH DVD that showcases
some of Jerry’s Product Picks where he explains why and how he
chooses some of his favorite products, and – while available – you
will receive a FREE Signed copy of Jerry’s original CCW book.

TO ORDER OR FIND OUT MORE, 
visit www.ahernconcealedcarry.com

Ahern is now and always has been a fan of
Detonics pistols. At left, a Model 9-11-01
with Crimson Trace LaserGrips. Two spare
loaded magazines are cased with Ahern’s

pistol. At right, a CombatMaster, with three
and one-half-inch barrel. Both of these pis-

tols are in natural stainless finish.

A CombatMaster and Model 9-11-01,
in the relatively rare Detonics Black
finish with factory rosewood grips.
Except for the customary Detonics

USA features – recoil spring guide rods,
multiple recoil springs, bushingless
cone shaped barrel and all stainless

construction – these are 1911 pistols. 
P

March 11 Blue Press Section 1  1/13/11  9:51 AM  Page 21


