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In late March of 1911, the United States Army
adopted the Model 1911 pistol, as designed by
John Moses Browning and initially produced by
Colt (coltsmfg.com). There are many excellent
works detailing this remarkable handgun’s glorious
history. One thing I find fascinating, however, is
that the torture test through which the pistol was
put in order to determine its superiority over all
others was so – well – kind of wussy.

As far as I understand it, beginning on March 3,
the pistol was fired 6,000 rounds. After every 100
shots, the pistol was allowed to cool for five min-
utes. After every 1,000 rounds, the pistol was
cleaned and lubricated. That’s the endurance-
shooting part of the test, as far as I’ve been able to
verify it. 

During the short life of
Detonics USA in Pender-
grass, Georgia, we built a
full-size 1911 pistol, which
we called the Model 9-11-
01. There was no barrel
bushing and the dual recoil
springs surrounded a recoil
spring guide rod. Other
than those features, the
guns were pretty normal
1911s from a mechanical
standpoint, albeit meticu-
lously assembled from
carefully regulated parts.

Before going on, I
should mention that some
fine people in Illinois
(detonicsdefense.com)
acquired all aspects of
Detonics and, as this is
written, are selling what
seem to be outstanding ver-
sions of the original small
Detonics, which was called
the CombatMaster. Other
models will be coming from the Illinois-based firm
and these models promise both innovation and
quality. I’m looking forward to trying them.

Returning to my point, the original military
shooting test which led to the adoption of the
Model 1911 as the official sidearm of The Armed
Forces of The United States was a “walk in the
park” by comparison to a test we undertook with
the Model 9-11-01. Credit goes undeniably to the
keen skills of the man who served as the Detonics
USA master gunsmith, as well as to the dedication
of our assemblers. That said, the Detonics USA test
grew out of a peculiar circumstance. In discus-
sions with knowledgeable persons, I became
aware of the fact that certain U.S. military units
were reportedly having a tough time finding a pis-
tol through which they could put 30,000 rounds
with perfect reliability in the space of a year. That

struck me as kind of odd. I mean, there are now
and were then various terrific pistols on the mar-
ket, from numerous manufacturers.

If 30,000 rounds was the magic number, it was
determined we would go 31,000 rounds. With the
co-operation of Black Hills (black-hills.com), we
amassed over 30,000 rounds of Blue Box – if it’s
blue, the brass isn’t new – 230-grain Full Metal
Case standard velocity .45 ACP reloads. We threw
in some Red Box (new) and Blue Box 185-grain
Jacketed Hollow Points, bringing the total up to
31,000 rounds.

Since this was going to be a tough test, we
picked a new gun that had some cosmetic issues
that would have precluded selling it. Obviously,
the gun was checked over very carefully, but it

was just a perfectly ordinary
Model 9-11-01. I men-
tioned that the test would
be tough. More for pizzazz
than substance, we had a
Union Army Civil War vin-
tage mortar trucked down
to Georgia and the pistol
was wrapped in some old
carpet and launched about
300 yards down range, with
no ill effects.

We’d lined up our shoot-
ers from the Georgia Tacti-
cal Officers Association, all
veteran law enforcement
professionals.

With every magazine we
could find and so much
ammunition that the rear
end of the Ford van was
sinking, we drove to the
range and the test began,
several of us doing
marathon magazine load-
ing, while the officers fired
as rapidly as the trigger

could be pulled, burning through round after
round as rapidly as the pistol could be fired. This
was done for five days straight, for about five or six
hours per day. The pistol was never cleaned. The
master gunsmith inspected it every 1,000 rounds
or so, merely letting the weapon cool sufficiently
that it could be touched, sometimes having to gin-
gerly hold the pistol in front of an air conditioning
vent. He’d scrape off some of the accumulated
powder residue and firing would resume.

At times, the pistol was a little slow to feed,
but it fed. The Model 9-11-01 was never cleaned.
An all-stainless gun, it even had stainless springs,
stainless steel vastly less forgiving of excessive
heat. Around the 25,000 mark, one of the pistol’s
dual recoil springs broke. The master gunsmith
only noticed it when he looked over the pistol
between shooting sets, because the gun never

Above: right and left profiles of the Shooters Arms
Military Pistol, imported by Century International

Arms (centuryarms.com), show both 1911 and
1911A1 features. It’s an extremely inexpensive
1911. Ahern found it works well with hardball.

March 11 Blue Press Section 1  1/13/11  9:51 AM  Page 20


